
Brandi Smith | President, Southern Association for College Admission Counseling;
Assistant Dean of Admissions
Emory University; Atlanta, Georgia

Dear SACAC Colleagues,

I’m in a reflective mood as the annual SACAC conference in Birmingham, Alabama approaches. It has 
been an honor to serve as president of a board that has worked so hard this year. I’m proud to say 
our organization has never been stronger. We’ve seen record-breaking attendance numbers at Drive-
in Workshops, Legislative Days and Mini Camp Colleges. We initiated a new membership drive that 
pushed our numbers to new heights, with a current count at more than 1,800. And if our registration 
numbers hold out, we’ll see more of you in Birmingham than at any past annual conference! We’re 
particularly excited that nearly 250 of those registered are new members. 

Speaking of “new,” this issue of Southern Scope introduces you to your nominees for the Board this coming cycle. Board members 
commit to serving three-year terms. About one-third of our members roll off at the end of the annual conference every year after 
conference attendees vote the new board members in. This means a steady stream of new voices and new ideas infuses the lifeblood 
of SACAC. Are you interested in being a board member one day? My best advice to you is to volunteer in meaningful and diverse ways. 
Present at an annual SACAC Conference or at a Drive-in Workshop. Teach at a Mini Camp College or Dry Run. Lead an effort to host a 
SACAC event at your institution or in your region. In other words, share your time, talent and energy with your fellow members in a 
variety of ways. Every year, we look for a new slate of committed and engaged members who are ready to step up and lead. With time 
and dedication, you could be one of them! If you want to learn more about this, attend the session that Jessica Sant and I will present 
at the conference on SACAC leadership.

I extend my best wishes to all of you as you as the school year comes to a close, and I look forward to seeing many of you in Birmingham.

Sincerely,

Brandi Smith
President

Have a story, news item, or article for Southern Scope?

Please share your creativity and expertise in one of our upcoming issues for the benefit of your fellow SACAC members. E-mail Katie 
Elsasser at Katie.Elsasser@charlottecountryday.org with your ideas. Submission deadline for the next issue is Monday, June 1.

Help us celebrate your professional achievement!

Send us news of your career accomplishments and milestones, including promotions, retirements, and significant awards or publications. 
E-mail Katie Elsasser at Katie.Elsasser@charlottecountryday.org and title your subject line “my career news.” Include our name, title, 
employer, phone number, news item, and date of achievement. (We will not publish your phone number, but may need it for follow up 
questions.) Also, be sure to send your photo portrait in JPG format if you have one. Submission deadline for the next issue is Monday, June 1.
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2015 Board Nominees
The Governance and Nominating Committee presents the following 
slate of nominees for Board membership who will be voted in at the 
Annual Conference in Birmingham, AL this month:

President-Elect:

Susan McCarter
Director of College Guidance
Girls Preparatory School
Chattanooga, TN

A former English teacher, Susan has 
been the Director of College Guidance at 
Girls Preparatory School in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, since 1998. Whether as a member 

of the Government Relations Committee, a Camp College counselor, 
or as co-chair of the annual conference’s college fair, Susan has 
enjoyed volunteering with SACAC. Previously she served two terms 
on the SACAC board, serving as the Professional Development Chair 
and as a delegate at NACAC conferences. Most memorable were 
the six years she spent as SACAC’s Annual Conference Chair. Susan 
also served on the NACAC Finance Committee, and in 2007, she 
received the Larry West Award. Most recently she was a member 
of the planning committee for the College Goal Tennessee 2015 
conference, sponsored by the Chattanooga Public Education 
Foundation.

Treasurer-Elect:

Ryan Cassell
Associate Director of Admission
Sewanee
Sewanee, TN

Ryan Cassell has served on Sewanee’s 
admission staff since the summer of 
2009. In addition to serving as admission 
representative for students in Florida, Indiana, 

Southern California, Sewanee-area schools, and multiple western 
states, Ryan supervises the operations staff and works extensively 
with the coaches as the athletics liaison. Prior to moving to 
Sewanee, Ryan served as a college counselor and science teacher at 
Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School in Indianapolis, IN.  Ryan’s SACAC 
involvement has included participation in SAIL Middle Management 
Institute, SACAC Conference Evaluations Chair, and attendance at 
multiple conferences.
 
Outside of the office, Ryan enjoys running, and has participated in 
two marathons and multiple half-marathons in the last three year. 
He lives on Sewanee’s Domain with his wife, Erin, and four kids.

Board of Director Candidates:

Catherine Box
College Advisor
Get2College Center
Jackson, MS

Catherine serves as a college advisor at ESF’s 
Get2College Center in Jackson, Mississippi. 
She assists students, families, and school 
counselors with removing barriers in the 

college admission and financial aid process. Prior to this role, 
Catherine worked in college admissions at both her alma mater, 
Sewanee, and at Millsaps College. Her work with SACAC includes co-
chairing the MS SACAC Drive-In Workshop, co-chairing Mississippi’s 
first Mini Camp College(summer 2015), chairing the Mentorship 
Program’s college group, serving as a volunteer for regional 
Mini Camp College programs, participating in national and state 
legislative days, presenting at SACAC conferences and volunteering 
on various SACAC conference committees. Catherine studied history 
and environmental science at Sewanee and is pursuing an MA in 
Higher Education at The University of Mississippi. Catherine lives in 
Jackson with her husband, Jason, and their dog Millie.

 
Nicole Cook
Educational Consultant
Teegarden Educational Group
Atlanta, GA

After 15 years in the fields of admissions and 
school counseling, Nicole currently works 
as an Educational Consultant at Teegarden 
Education Group, where she serves students 

in grades 9-12 in the Metro Atlanta area.  Nicole served SACAC as 
the Counselor Participation Fund chair from 2012-2014 and has 
participated extensively in volunteer efforts with SACAC and NACAC 
including Camp College, Mini-Camp College, Critical Components, 
Georgia Drive-In Workshop, and more. Nicole earned her B.A. 
from Vanderbilt University, an M.A/M.Ed from Teachers College, 
Columbia University, and a Ph.D. from the University of Georgia. 
She has worked at a variety of institutions, including Vanderbilt 
University, Darlington School, Atlanta International School, and 
Phillips Academy.

NEWS & NOTES | From the Board



2015 Board Nominees continued...
Katie Elsasser
Director of College Counseling
Charlotte Country Day School
Charlotte, North Carolina

Katie Elsasser has been working in admission 
and college counseling for more than 25 years, 
the last 19 at Charlotte Country Day School.  
Her involvement in SACAC includes being on 

faculty for Dry Run and the Summer Seminar, now as co-chair. She 
has been co-editor of the Southern Scope for the past three years 
and has also helped with Mini Camp Colleges, Drive-in Workshops, 
and the Extending the Dream grant selection committee. Katie 
studied English at the University of Virginia and received her M.Ed. 
from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. She is proudest 
of her husband, Dave; her three fantastic children; and her Wheaten 
Terrier, Callie, soon to be joined by a new male Wheaten puppy.

Sonya Fleck
Director
KIPP Memphis
Memphis, TN

Sonya is proud to be a Memphian who moved 
to the United States from India at the age of 
8.  She has tutored high school students in 
preparation for the ACT and SAT for 18 years. 

During eight of those years, she also taught full time (chemistry, 
math and many other science courses). Sonya joined KIPP in 2011 
to develop KIPP Memphis’ KIPP Through College Department. She 
supports a team of college counselors and school staff by analyzing 
all types of data. Together they have built a program that makes a 
huge impact on the college attendance and persistence for low-
income and/or first generation students. Sonya continues tutoring 
to stay connected with teaching. Sonya says “in addition to all my 
wonderful KIPP kids,” that she and her husband are raising three 
children, ages 18, 15, and 12. Sonya loves to work in the garden and 
swim, but her favorite hobby is cooking, especially with produce 
that she grows in her own backyard.

Joe Freeman
Dean, 11th and 12th grade
Randolph School
Huntsville, AL

Joe Freeman currently serves as the Dean of 
the 11th and 12th Grade at Randolph School 
in Huntsville, Alabama. A lifelong educator in 
independent schools, he has played a variety 

of roles as an English teacher, coach, and college counselor. Outside 
of the schoolhouse, Joe takes an interest in public policy, global 
travel, writing, and cheering on Baltimore sports teams.

Ivey Harrison
Associate Director of College Counseling
Christ Church Episcopal School
Greenville, SC

Ivey Harrison began her career at Presbyterian 
College, then served as a college advisor and 
assistant director of admission at Darlington 
School. She is currently part of the college 

counseling team at Christ Church Episcopal School as Associate 
Director of College Counseling. Ivey has presented at SACAC Annual 
Conferences and Drive-In Workshops, served as the co-coordinator 
for SACAC’s annual Sweet Tea Tour and is the conference social co-
chair for 2015. Ivey is currently pursuing a Masters in Education 
through the University of Missouri. Ivey loves to spend free time 
at the YMCA, volunteering at church, and snuggling with her six 
nephews and one niece!

Zaire McCoy
Assistant Dean of Admissions
Elon University
Elon, North Carolina

Zaire McCoy has worked in admissions for her 
alma mater since 2002. In her current role as 
Assistant Dean of Admissions, Zaire serves 
as Office Manager, leads Elon’s Campus Visit 

Team, coordinates event planning, and counsels a select territory 
of NC high school students. Zaire is an active member of CACRAO 
and SACAC and has engaged in many volunteer activities for both 
organizations.

 
Julianna Staples 
Assistant Director of Admissions
Vanderbilt University 
Nashville, TN 

Julianna has been an admissions counselor 
at Vanderbilt University for seven years after 
graduating as a proud alumna in 2008. In 
her current position as Assistant Director of 

Admissions, she divides time between coordinating many varied 
programs, onboarding new staff, overseeing student staff members, 
and traveling in support of recruitment activities mostly in the state 
of Alabama. She has previously served SACAC as a coordinator for 
Mini Camp Colleges, a chair for a conference committee, and a 
volunteer at regional SACAC sponsored events. Julianna lives in 
Nashville, TN where she volunteers for CMA Music Fest and attends 
live music shows often.



TREND WATCH | Undocumented Students & Higher Education
SACAC Region State-by-State Policy Update

by Laura Henry, College Admissions Consultant and Founder of Crescere College Consulting and School Counselor at 
Christ the King Catholic High School in Huntersville, NC

As school counselors, college admissions counselors, and independent educational consultants, most of us know that 
undocumented high school students face tremendous barriers when it comes to enrolling in and paying for college. 
This landscape started to change after the United States Secretary of Homeland Security enacted the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program in June 2012, which provided some qualifying undocumented students with 
basic protections and benefits, such as protection from deportation for two years, the ability to obtain a driver’s 
license, and work authorization.

So what does this have to do with college admissions and financial aid? Even though DACA recipients are not legal residents, many states 
across the country have started to provide in-state tuition and other benefits to DACA recipients. Some states even offer in-state tuition 
to undocumented students who do not qualify for DACA. As of 2014, there are 18 states that provide in-state tuition to undocumented 
students. Zeroing in closer to home, states within the SACAC region differ vastly in their undocumented student policies, and it is our job 
to keep abreast of the constantly evolving legislation in our region. 

Here is a breakdown of state policies on undocumented students (current as of March 2015). Resources are included at the end of this 
article to help you monitor ongoing policy changes that may impact the students you serve. 

TERMS USED
• Non-DACA undocumented students: Undocumented students who either do not qualify for DACA or who do not currently have DACA 

protection.

• DACA recipients: Undocumented students who have applied for and received DACA and are therefore temporarily protected from 
deportation, have work authorization, and may obtain a driver’s license.

ALABAMA
• Current Status: Non-DACA undocumented students may not enroll in any state public community college, college or university. As of 

2014, DACA recipients may enroll in community colleges, colleges and universities and may pay in-state tuition.

• Legislative History: In June 2011, Alabama passed House Bill 56 which specifically banned all undocumented students from enrolling 
in any public, postsecondary institution within the state. This included four-year and community colleges. As of March 2014, DACA 
recipients were permitted the benefits mentioned above.

ARKANSAS
• Current Status: Non-DACA undocumented students and DACA recipients may enroll in community colleges and universities but must 

pay out-of-state tuition. 

• Legislative History: In 2013, Arkansas Democratic State Senator Joyce Elliott filed Senate Bill 915, which proposed allowing 
undocumented students and DACA recipients to receive in-state tuition, but did not receive enough support from the state senate 
to pass. 

FLORIDA
• Current Status: Non-DACA undocumented students and DACA recipients who attend a Florida high school for three consecutive years 

are eligible to receive an out-of-state fee waiver from Florida community colleges and universities, qualifying them for in-state tuition. 
This does not change their residency status as out-of-state students. This state has the highest number of undocumented students 
within the SACAC constituency. 

• Legislative History: House Bill 851 was passed in July 2014 to allow the changes mentioned above. 

GEORGIA
• Current Status: Non-DACA undocumented students and DACA recipients are prohibited from enrolling in the most selective state 

institutions: University of Georgia, Georgia Institute of Technology, Georgia College and State University, Georgia Regents University, 
and Georgia State University. Non-DACA undocumented students and DACA recipients are allowed to enroll in other state colleges, 
community colleges, and universities but must pay out-of-state tuition. 



SACAC Region State-by-State Policy Update continued...
GEORGIA CONTINUED...

• Legislative History: Senate Bill 492 passed in 2008 by the Georgia General Assembly which specifically banned undocumented 
students from receiving in-state tuition. In 2010, the Board of Regents for the University System of Georgia enacted policy 4.1.6 which 
prevents undocumented students from enrolling in the most selective state institutions. This policy would eventually apply to DACA 
recipients as well. As of February 2015, Senate Bill 44, which is currently pending and sponsored by State Senator Nan Orrock, would 
allow DACA recipients to receive in-state tuition.  

LOUISIANA
• Current Status: Non-DACA undocumented students and DACA recipients are allowed to enroll in public community colleges, colleges 

and universities but must pay out-of-state tuition. 

• Legislative History: Currently there is no legislature passed or proposed that will allow undocumented students to receive in-state 
tuition at Louisiana public institutions. 

MISSISSIPPI 
• Current Status: Non-DACA undocumented students and DACA recipients are allowed to enroll in public community college, colleges 

and universities but must pay out-of-state tuition. 

• Legislative History: In 2014 there was a special legislative hearing on in-state tuition organized by State Representative Greg Holloway 
where undocumented students were heavily represented. In 2015, House Bill 652 was proposed, which would allow undocumented 
students to pay in-state tuition, but died in committee on February 13. 

NORTH CAROLINA
• Current Status: Non-DACA undocumented students and DACA recipients are allowed to enroll in public community colleges, colleges 

and universities but must pay out-of-state tuition. 

• Legislative History: At the community college level, policies have been changed five times since 2001 regarding banning undocumented 
students from enrolling. The current policy at community colleges is for undocumented students who have graduated from a North 
Carolina high school to pay out-of-state tuition and register for classes after all citizen students have registered. In 2013 HB 904 was 
introduced, which would have allowed for in-state tuition for qualified undocumented students, but it did not pass. That same year 
the UNC Faculty Council voted unanimously to support in-state tuition for undocumented students as an act of advocacy. In 2014 
the office of Attorney General Roy Cooper confirmed in a letter that neither undocumented students nor DACA recipients would be 
eligible for in-state tuition.

SOUTH CAROLINA
• Current Status: Non-DACA undocumented students are prohibited from enrolling in South Carolina community colleges, public 

colleges and universities, but DACA students are allowed to enroll as long as they pay out-of-state tuition. 

• Legislative History: Before DACA, all undocumented students not only could not receive in-state tuition, but were banned from 
enrolling in any public institution. In 2008 South Carolina passed a law called the “Illegal Immigration Reform Act” which prohibited 
undocumented students from enrolling in its colleges and universities and was the first state to enact this type of law.

TENNESSEE
• Current Status: Non-DACA undocumented students and DACA recipients are allowed to enroll in public community colleges, colleges 

and universities but must pay out-of-state tuition. 

• Legislative History: A bill was introduced in February 2015 by Tennessee lawmakers Mark White and Todd Gardenhire that would 
offer some undocumented students in-state tuition at public colleges. Students would have to have graduated from high school in 
Tennessee and have attended school in the state for at least three years. This bill has earned support from the Tennessee Board of 
Regents, the organization that runs most colleges in state university system. This comes only a year after a 2014 bill designed to 
accomplish the same thing failed to earn enough legislative support.

RESOURCES
• https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/for-undocumented-students
• www.e4fc.org
• http://www.nacacnet.org/issues-action/LegislativeNews/Pages/Undocumented.aspx
• http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/undocumented-student-tuition-state-action.aspx
• http://www.nilc.org/basic-facts-instate.html

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/for-undocumented-students
www.e4fc.org
http://www.nacacnet.org/issues-action/LegislativeNews/Pages/Undocumented.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/undocumented-student-tuition-state-action.aspx
http://www.nilc.org/basic-facts-instate.html


SACAC Extend the Dream Grant Inspires Charleston, SC Students to Explore 
College and STEM Careers 

As part of its “Girls Day Out” program, the Office of Admissions at the College of Charleston partnered with Space and Naval Warfare 
Systems Center Atlantic (SPAWAR) to inspire, attract, and empower girls in middle and high school to pursue college and career 
opportunities in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM).

More than 60 students from the Charleston, S.C. area participated in 
this two-day program. Participants toured the College of Charleston 
campus and attended workshops on applying to college. They also 
engaged in hands-on activities provided by a diverse spectrum of STEM 
organizations, including representatives from colleges and universities. 

The first day included workshops on cyber security, marketing, and 
business etiquette, plus a computer science activity that focused on 
designing a gaming application. That night, the girls got a chance to bond 
as they were treated to a pajama party which included an ice cream 
social as well as manicures provided by Paul Mitchell Cosmetology 
School students. 
Parents also participated in events and attended workshops on college 
readiness and career opportunities available to their students. The 
workshops featured admissions representatives from regional colleges 
and universities and local guidance department representatives. The 
second day of the program concluded with an awards program and 
opportunity for parents and students to provide feedback on their 
experience.  

“Girls Day Out” was created in 2012, but its successful expansion this year was made possible by funding received from the Southern 
Association for College Admission Counseling’s Extend the Dream Grant. The Office of Admissions at the College of Charleston extends a 
special thank you to the SACAC Extend the Dream Grant committee and would like to encourage others to explore the resources available 
through this invaluable grant program. Extend the Dream is building a pipeline to higher education one student at a time!

-by Debbie Counts; Director for Admissions, Access Initiatives and Pre-College Programs; Office of Admissions; College of Charleston; Charleston, SC

A Day at the White House
For the first time in history, school counselors from all over the nation 
were honored with a recognition ceremony at the White House. 
Organized by First Lady Michelle Obama as part of her Reach Higher 
initiative, the top semi-finalists for School Counselor of the Year were 
recognized for their contributions. On this monumental day, the SACAC 
region was well represented as counselors from all levels (elementary, 
middle and high) hailing from the states of Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee were among those 
honored. 

“The Office of Admissions at the 
College of Charleston extends 

a special thank you to the 
SACAC Extend the Dream Grant 

committee and would like to 
encourage others to explore the 
resources available through this 

invaluable grant program.”

SPECIAL EVENTS | Celebrating Success
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A Day at the White House continued...
School counselors from the high school level in SACAC states included:

Julia Richardson, Campbell High School, Smyrna, GA
Christina Falgout, South Terrebonne High School, Bourg, LA
Laura Inscoe, Wakefield High School, Raleigh, NC
Anna Rushing Duvall, Lexington High School, Lexington, SC
Beverly Anderson, Bearden High School, Knoxville, TN

Michelle Obama applauded school counselors for their relentless focus on student success, whether tracking down students to meet 
college and FAFSA deadlines or pushing students to further strengthen their academic coursework. The ceremony highlighted the 
important role that high school counselors play in helping students successfully enter college.

-by Beverly Anderson; School Counselor; Bearden High School; Knoxville, TN

Legislative Days Make SACAC History in 2015!
SACAC’s Government Relations Committee coordinates annual 
advocacy efforts across the region to strengthen relationships with 
our state representatives. This year marks the first time in SACAC’s 
history that each state will have hosted a Legislative Day program. The 
programs will wrap up with North Carolina’s event in Raleigh in May. Six 
years ago, Georgia was the first to host conversations at the capital in 
Atlanta. To convey the sense of excitement and fulfillment participants 
experience at these events, Georgia’s Legislative Day co-chair, Pam 
Ambler, offers commentary below on this year’s experience.
 
Thanks to all participants in our programs across the region this year! 
We’re proud of the impact our voices can make in supporting our 
colleagues and students.

Georgia’s 2015 Legislative Day proved to be the most well attended to date! Co-chair David Dixon and I planned a busy agenda for the 
nearly 50 registered participants from across the state. The day’s events included a bird’s-eye view of legislative affairs presented by Mike 
Rose, NACAC’s Assistant Director of Government Relations. Additionally, Jet Toney, Lobbyist and Founder of Cornerstone Communications 
Group, demystified the local perspective on governmental affairs. At our encouragement, both speakers focused on the relational side of 
advocacy. Perhaps the most exciting addition to the day was “Georgia’s Rolodex Initiative,” which encourages our legislators to place our 
business cards in their rolodexes so they can reach out to us as experts on college access issues. This approach has already paid dividends: 
Emory/Oxford’s Louisa Pinto’s state senator contacted her to partner on drafting some legislation. Additionally, Melisa Marsh (Milton High 
School) made an instant and lasting connection with her representative. Special thanks go to Georgia State for hosting the first part of the 
day as well as the senators, the House Education Committee chairman, and the lieutenant governor who welcomed us to the Gold Dome!

-Pamela Ambler; Associate Director of College Counseling; Mount Vernon Presbyterian School; Atlanta, GA

South Carolina held a very successful second annual Legislative Day on February 
19, 2015 at Hammond School followed by time at the South Carolina State House.  

Pictured above (L to R): Bill Dingledine, Carolyn Stoddard, Kathryn Taylor, 
Bartley Sides, Claire Garst, Missy Jones, Megan Rolf, Josh Bistromowitz;  

Not pictured: Sara Riggs, Cynthia Simpson-Obioha

Legislative Day participants pose outside the Tennessee State Capitol in Nashville.

L to R: Valerie Jones, Andrea Little, Stracee Robinson, Betsey Bachert,
ML Weber, Lauren Sefton, Kat Coy, Casey Jones, Sonya Fleck

Above: A “Senate Selfie” with Senators Burt Jones and Rick Jeffares in Georgia



Bernadette Baxley
Associate Director of College Advising
North Broward Preparatory School
Coconut Creek, Florida

Bernadette Baxley was named Associate 
Director of College Advising at North 
Broward Preparatory School in Coconut 
Creek, Florida. Previously, Bernadette served 

as an admissions counselor at Winthrop University in Rock Hill, 
SC. Bernadette has been a member of SACAC for ten years on the 
college admissions side.

Kathryn Champion
College and Career Advisor
Bob Jones High School
Madison, AL

Kathryn Champion has begun her new role 
as College and Career Advisor at Bob Jones 
High School in Madison, Alabama. Previously, 
she served as an Admissions Counselor at the 

University of Alabama.

Laura Dicas
Assistant Director of Non-Resident Recruitment
University of Alabama
Birmingham, Alabama

Laura Dicas is the new Assistant Director of 
Non-Resident Recruitment at the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham. She served in a 
similar capacity at Millsaps College prior to 

her new role at UAB.

Vicki Englehart
Dean of College Counseling
St. Mary’s Episcopal School
Memphis, TN

Vicki Englehart is moving from her role as 
Dean of College Counseling and Guidance at 
Lake Highland Preparatory School in Orlando, 
Florida, where she has been for thirteen years. 

Vicki will serve as Dean of College Counseling at St. Mary’s Episcopal 
School in Memphis, TN. Vicki has long been an active member of 
SACAC, including service as president in 2012.

Anne Edmunds
Director of Graduate Student Success
St. Mary’s University
San Antonio, TX

Previously in enrollment management 
at Webster University in St. Louis, Anne 
Edmunds is now the Director of Graduate 
Student Success at St. Mary’s University in 

San Antonio, working on a Title V grant to increase Hispanic degree 
attainment.  Anne says, “The decision to transition my career from 
recruitment to retention was a difficult one, primarily because I 
will miss seeing my college admission friends, especially those in 
SACAC!”  She is excited about the opportunity to work more closely 
with students.  

Jamison Fee
Director of College Counseling
Cape Fear Academy
Wilmington, NC

After serving as Director of College 
Counseling for ten years at The Webb School 
in Bell Buckle, TN, Jamison Fee is moving to 
Wilmington, NC, where he will serve in the 

same capacity for Cape Fear Academy. In addition, Jamison will also 
help out as an assistant lacrosse coach. 

Mimi Grossman
Director of College Counseling
St. Mary’s Episcopal School
Memphis, TN

After more than 30 years in college counseling, 
Mimi Grossman will be retiring at the end of 
this school year. Mimi has been Director of 
College Counseling at St. Mary’s for 19 years 

and was College Advisor at White Station High School prior to that. 
Mimi plans to travel, volunteer and enjoy life. She also plans to stay 
connected via SACAC and NACAC.

Sean Johnson
Assistant Director
University of South Carolina
Columbia, South Carolina

After serving seven years at the University 
of South Carolina’s Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions, Sean Johnson has accepted a 
position as Graphic Designer for Wells Fargo 

in Charlotte, NC. Sean has designed Southern Scope for the past 
three years. 

ON THE MOVE | Member Highlights



Southern Scope Staff

Co-editors:
Katie Elsasser; Director of College Guidance; Charlotte Country Day School; Charlotte, NC 
Connie Scrivens; Associate Director for Admissions; University of South Carolina; Columbia, SC
Fred Baker; Associate Vice President for Enrollment and Director of Admissions; Hendrix College; Conway, Arkansas

Graphic design:
Sean Johnson; Assistant Director of Marketing for Admissions; University of South Carolina; Columbia, SC

Like us, tweet us, and share your photos!

On the Move continued... 
Melissa Kotacka
Upper School College Counselor
Carolina Friends School
Durham, NC

After seven years as an Assistant Director 
of Admissions at UNC-Chapel Hill, Melissa 
Kotacka will join Carolina Friends School 
as the Upper School College Counselor in 

August. At UNC, Melissa coordinated out-of-state and international 
travel, and she mentored and trained new recruitment staff. Melissa 
looks forward to working with students and their families as they 
make post-secondary plans.

Tyler Peterson
Executive Director of Scholarships 
and Financial Aid
University of Alabama
Birmingham, Alabama

Tyler Peterson is the new Executive Director 
of Scholarships and Financial Aid at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham. He 

has held various enrollment positions at Auburn University at 
Montgomery as well as Birmingham Southern College.

Sheila Roberts
District College & Career Advisor
Madison City Schools
Madison, Alabama

Sheila Roberts was hired as District College & 
Career Advisor for Madison City Schools. She 
will assist the college and career advisors at 
two high schools in the Madison City School 

system before retiring next year.

Jennifer Setzler
College Counselor
Lake Highland Preparatory School
Orlando, FL

Jennifer Setzler has begun a new chapter in 
her life as College Counselor for Lake Highland 
Preparatory School in Orlando, Florida. She 
says, “My years at Clemson University and 

Eckerd College will definitely help me on my new journey.”

http://www.twitter.com/SACAC_Info
http://www.facebook.com/SACACInfo
http://www.instagram.com/sacac

