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University of Miami; Coral Gables, Florida

Dear SACAC Colleagues,

It’s December! How did that happen? It seems every year that once school starts, months fly by in 
the blink of an eye. NACAC in Toronto, college fairs, high school visits, writing recommendations 
and meeting with students have consumed so many of us in the recent months.  

In the midst of all the craziness during the fall months, students always remain at the center of 
the picture. I had the honor of interviewing an extraordinary young man back in October while I was in Phoenix. He is Hispanic, comes 
from a low socio-economic background, is a first generation student and just came out to his family. This young man left me in awe 
after our discussion about his hopes and dreams. No matter where he chooses to attend college, my goal is to make sure he does 
attend college somewhere because I know he will go far.

Despite the fall whirlwind of college admission activity, our SACAC members remained hard at work brainstorming new ideas, 
implementing new initiatives and planning the annual conference. Rick Clark, Director at Georgia Tech, introduced the Georgia Tech 
Challenge – read about it in this issue, and think about ways you and your colleagues can step up to meet the challenge. Legislative 
Day is around the corner and our SACAC folks remain hard at work being advocates for education – consider adding your voice as an 
advocate. Our Ocean of Opportunities awaits us a few short months from now in Myrtle Beach at our annual 2014 conference. The 
entire conference committee has been devoted to planning what I know will be an amazing conference. 

So, now that I am well into admission file review on the college side, I remain renewed and inspired by my fall travels – by my old and 
new friends from NACAC and SACAC, by the wonderful students I met all over the country this fall, and by the continued dedication of 
SACAC members.

I hope you continue to find reasons to be renewed and inspired in our profession as well. Best wishes for the coming holiday season. 

Sincerely,

Dee Voss
President

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

SOUTHERN SCOPE
DECEMBER 2013SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION FOR COLLEGE ADMISSION COUNSELING

NEWS AND VIEWS OF THE MEMBERSHIP

Happy Holidays!



‘TIS THE SEASON | Give the Gift of Education

Georgia Tech Challenge: Support Our Public School Counselors
Rick Clark
Director, Georgia Institute of Technology
& SACAC Board Member 

In the last issue of Southern Scope, and for those of you who attended NACAC in Toronto, you heard me discuss the 
Georgia Tech Counselor Participation Fund Initiative to launch a pilot pseudo crowd-funding model for bolstering 
the attendance of public school counselors within our membership, and specifically at this year’s SACAC Annual 
Conference. 

I am encouraged by the conversation this initiative has started. Now other college members and independent school members are 
discussing ways that they can step up to meet this challenge. Those on the horizon will be announced as arrangements and details are 
finalized.

We hope that this conversation is continuing on your campus, or that you will consider broaching it with your VP, Board, etc. Again, the 
cost to support a counselor is relatively low given the significant return in impact.
 
If you are considering sponsoring a counselor, keep in mind that the deadline for public school counselors to apply for a Counselor 
Participation Fund grant is February 1. I am always happy to discuss this in more detail. Or you can contact Joyce Mai, the Chair of the 
SACAC Grants Committee.

Extend the Dream for Deserving Students: Donate Your Silent Auction Item by Feb 15th!

Julie Hauber’s pennant pillows were a big hit at last year’s first-ever SACAC Silent Auction, and they are sure to become a lasting 
tradition. During this season of giving, please consider what you would like to donate to this year’s auction to help raise scholarship 
money and Extend the Dream for deserving students.



Extend the Dream cont’d...

Our inaugural Silent Auction in Memphis was a huge success last spring: six deserving students each received $1,000 scholarships and 
we all had fun bidding on (and sometimes even winning) some fabulous items. We are looking forward to the second annual SACAC 
Silent Auction and now’s the time to gather bid items to ensure another successful event! With your help, we can exceed last year’s 
auction total and help even more students “Extend the Dream.” 

Please spend a little of your time and help us secure “high-end” items that can be auctioned at great prices. We urge you to reach out 
to your VIP contacts for this special event. Suggested items include: 

• pairs of football or basketball tickets to watch a premiere college or professional team play 
• a dinner certificate to an exclusive restaurant in your city
• a complimentary stay at the most luxurious hotel in your area
• a complimentary round of golf at an exclusive country club or resort
• original art pieces 
• vacation home stays
• iPads or iPods
• flight vouchers
• autographed memorabilia

This list is merely a starting point to get you thinking…but we SACACers are a creative bunch, so think use your imagination to come up 
with even better ideas! You could also partner with a colleague or your staff to obtain a “high-end” item. The more items, the more 
money we raise and the more scholarships we can award! Read more about last year’s winners.

How to do this? It’s easy. Once you secure your auction item, simply submit a donation form by February 15th.

IMPORTANT: Be sure to email us a photo of your auction item since we will start the auction bidding online prior to the start of the 
conference. Your donations are tax deductible. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions!

Thank you!

Ivy Brewer, Silent Auction Co-chair
ibrewer@darlingtonschool.org

Warren Quirett, Silent Auction Co-chair
wquire1@lsu.edu

Legislative Day Expanding Throughout the Southern Region…  

Legislative Days are an opportunity to gather with colleagues and exercise our democratic right to voice concerns and preferences in our state 
capitols. Last year, Legislative Days occurred in Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, and North Carolina. Additional states this year include Alabama and 
Mississippi. 

During Legislative Days, SACAC members meet with state legislatures to discuss and advocate for education. Along the way, state representatives 
learn about SACAC and its unique role in serving the best interests of students. The mission of State Legislative Day is multi-faceted. One purpose 
is to introduce ourselves as a profession and provide contact information. We offer our services as educational professionals who focus on 
secondary and higher education. Face-to-face meetings generate positive awareness of our profession and provide invaluable opportunities to 
share knowledge, experiences, and offer services to lawmakers.

The additional benefit of advocacy is to provide information about NACAC and SACAC’s four cornerstones to education: investment in education, 
support of financial aid, access to college counseling and student protection.

Pay attention for a call to participate in the following states or contact your State Legislative Day Chair now with your interest:
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Legislative Day cont’d...
Florida:  Cristina Cruz  |  ccruz@fc.edu 
FLADE (Florida Legislative Advocacy Day for Education): January 13-14

Alabama:  Joe Freeman  |  jfreeman@randolphschool.net
Inaugural Legislative Day: February 19

Georgia: David Dixon  |  ddixon@oglethorpe.edu
Tennessee:  Valerie Thorn Jones  |  vjones@cbhs.org
North Carolina:  Nancy Benninger Peters  |  nmpeterson@gmail.com
Mississippi:  Scott Johnson  |  johnsons@gosaints.org

Want to know what’s happening in your state’s legislative session or take action on local issues? NACAC’s State Legislative Portal, also found under 
“Issues and Advocacy,” lists all education-related proposed legislation in your state. If you would like to create state action alerts on the NACAC 
web site, so that members in your state can easily communicate with state lawmakers, please contact your SACAC Government Relations co-
chairs at governmentrelations@sacac.org. Visit NACAC’s Legislative Action Center for updates and current issues.

Explore an Ocean of Opportunities at the 2014 SACAC Conference in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, April 5-8!

The Conference Committee is excited to host the 49th 
annual SACAC conference in Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina in April. Stay a little longer to enjoy the wide 
beaches on the Atlantic Ocean, dining and nightlife at 
Broadway at the Beach, shopping at the outlet malls or 
play a round of golf at one of 120 local courses. 

The conference will begin on Saturday, April 5 with 
college tours to two area schools and a volunteer service 
project. The Opening Session to “officially” kick off the 
conference is Sunday afternoon and we’re excited to 
welcome Joshua Buford, Assistant Director for Sexual 
and Gender Diversity and UNC Charlotte, as our opening 
speaker. Our keynote speaker on Monday is Robert Pearigen, President of Millsaps College. Monday will be full of interactive sessions, a college 
fair open to the public and a fantastically fun social at WonderWorks Monday night. The conference will conclude Tuesday around 12:15 pm after 
a few more sessions and our SACAC business meeting. 

We encourage you to donate to and participate in our second annual Silent Auction. Proceeds from the Silent Auction will raise money for the 
SACAC Student Scholarships, so bring your wallet and be prepared to contribute to a wonderful cause and bring home a piece of SACAC. We 
welcome donations of items, if you have something big or small to contribute. 

Online registration for the conference will open in January and the registration fee will be $195 for all members. Counselor Participation Fund 
Grants may be available to help with the cost of conference registration:  see http://www.sacac.org/counselor-participation-fund for information 
about applying to be considered for a grant.  

Hotel reservations at the Sheraton Myrtle Beach Convention Center are available at a special conference rate of $159. Visit www.starwoodmeeting.com/
Book/SACAC2014.  

Please visit http://www.sacac.org/page/conference to see a tentative schedule of events. Please contact Lauren Sefton with additional 
conference questions.

On behalf of the conference committee, we hope you will be able to join us in Myrtle Beach in April!

Lauren Sefton, SACAC Conference Co-Chair, Rhodes College 
Jonathan Ferrell, SACAC Conference Co-Chair, Millsaps College 
Tela Thigpen, SACAC Conference Co-Chair, Soulsville Charter School 
Brandi Smith, SACAC President-Elect and Program Chair for the Conference



Although fall NACAC fairs are behind us now, it won’t be long before spring fairs arrive! The first spring NACAC fair kicks off in Pittsburg on February 
6. Check out College Fair Exhibitors: Putting Your Best Foot Forward, an article that appeared in a recent NACAC Journal and is coauthored by 
National College Fair Committee members, including SACAC’s own Melinda DeMaria. If you have an e-reader, you can download the article here.

John Birney
Director of Admission, Wofford College
Spartanburg, SC

John Birney has joined Wofford College in Spartanburg, SC as their Director of Admission. John holds BA and M.Ed. 
degrees from Lynchburg College, where he also completed his first five years in the admissions profession. Next stop 
was Baltimore, at Johns Hopkins University, where he served for 13 years as Senior Associate Director for Selection and 
Constituent Relations.

Jeff Kallay
CEO, Render Experiences
Atlanta, GA

TargetX Campus Visit Consulting has been launched into a new, separate Atlanta-based company called Render Experiences, 
where Jeff Kallay serves as CEO.

Steve Peifer
Associate Director of College Counseling, Oxbridge Academy of the Palm Beaches
West Palm Beach, FL

After serving as the Director of College Counseling at Rift Valley Academy in Kijabe, Kenya for a 
decade, Steve Peifer has “just moved back to the states” to Oxbridge Academy of the Palm Beaches. 
Steve has also just published a book entitled, A Dream So Big.

Have a story, news item, or article for Southern Scope?

Please share your creativity and expertise in one of our upcoming issues for the benefit of your fellow SACAC members. E-mail Katie 
Elsasser at Katie.Elsasser@charlottecountryday.org with your ideas. Submission deadline for the next issue is Friday, February 21.

Help us celebrate your professional achievement!

Send us news of your career accomplishments and milestones, including promotions, retirements, and significant awards or publications. 
E-mail Katie Elsasser at Katie.Elsasser@charlottecountryday.org and title your subject line “my career news.” Include our name, title, 
employer, phone number, news item, and date of achievement. (We will not publish your phone number, but may need it for follow 
up questions.) Also, be sure to send your photo portrait in JPG format if you have one. Submission deadline for the next issue is Friday, 
February 21.
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