
Dee Voss | President, Southern Association for College Admission Counseling;
Associate Dean of Enrollment Management and Executive Director of Admission
University of Miami; Coral Gables, Florida

Dear SACAC Colleagues,

It was exciting to see so many of you gathered together for the NACAC conference in Toronto. 
What a fabulous international experience! Many of you on the college side probably had little 
time to return home, unpack and repack before hitting the road again for travel season. And 
counselors, you’ve surely entered the “recommendation zone” by now. Even though you’re busy, 
take a moment to browse this issue of Scope, where you’ll learn a lot, remember a lot and 
maybe even laugh a little.

It’s hard to believe it’s time to start thinking about SACAC in Myrtle Beach next year. Learn more about how to submit your session 
proposal in the “Looking Forward: Take Action” section below. You have until Tuesday, October 15, so don’t delay!

Speaking of action, I salute board member Rick Clark from Georgia Tech for his creativity and leadership in developing a challenge grant 
to encourage each state in our affiliate to sponsor a public high school counselor to attend next year’s SACAC conference. Be sure to 
read Rick’s call-to-action in this issue, and think seriously about what you can do to support this important new initiative.

This past summer was busy and productive for many SACAC members.  Another highly successful Sweet Tea Tour took counselors 
to 14 colleges throughout North and Central Florida. Next up was Summer Seminar at Elon University – another record, sold-out 
program. New college counselors learned from seasoned faculty members and enjoyed trips to local universities. The last program of 
the summer was Dry Run, which took place on my home campus, the University of Miami. New admission officers learned what to 
expect on the job from expert faculty coming from both the high school and college side. Plus, faculty and participants alike got a taste 
of the fun and sultry summer life at UM. All of these fantastic SACAC summer programs were successful because of the hard work and 
efforts of the program directors. Please join me in extending a sincere thank you to the following individuals: Phil Hooper and Sara Bast 
– Summer Seminar, Ivey Harrison and Caroline Morris – Sweet Tea Tour, and Brandon Gross and Meredith Coen – Dry Run.

I would also like to thank the numerous colleges, universities and high schools throughout the Southern region who welcomed our 
summer program participants and either hosted a program or welcomed visiting groups.

Our Extending the Dream Scholarship Committee selected 16 incredibly deserving students for a SACAC scholarship to help further 
their dream of attending college.  Thank you to Joyce Mai, SACAC Grants Chair, and all those on the selection committee for their 
hard work and congratulations to all of the scholarship winners! Please view the accompanying PDF posted on the SACAC homepage  
to learn more about these students.

I assure you, the SACAC board has been hard at work on your behalf. We’ve got a terrific group full of energy and ideas, and we look 
forward to continue serving you, our wonderful members!

Sincerely,
 

Dee Voss
President
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LOOkinG FORwARD | Take Action

Save the Date for the 2014 SACAC Annual Conference
Mark your calendar for “Oceans of Opportunity,” SACAC’s annual conference, hosted in sunny Myrtle Beach, South Carolina next year, 
April 5-8, at the Myrtle Beach Sheraton Hotel and Convention Center. We’re whetting your appetite with some Memphis memories 
included in this issue of Scope. Expect more of the same great session programming and networking opportunities that you’ve enjoyed 
so much in the past! Details on registration, volunteering, donating a silent auction item and more will come your way via e-mails from 
Elizabeth Merritt and Conference Chair Lauren Sefton as well as Facebook, Twitter and future issues of Scope!

Rick Clark
Director of Undergraduate Admissions, Georgia Tech
SACAC Board Member and National College Fair Chair

Now that I’ve gotten your attention, I must tell you 
that as both a member of SACAC and director of 
Undergraduate Admission at the Georgia Institute 
of Technology, I have become intimately cognizant 
of the herculean responsibilities imposed on 
public high school counselors across the nation. 
These counselors play a critical role in the lives 
of their students, yet they are pulled in myriad 
directions every day, with average caseloads of 
367 students each.
 
SACAC exists to serve students and support 
professionals in our region, and I’m extremely 
proud of the ways in which we carry out this 
mission: Drive-in Workshops, Summer Seminar, 
Dry Run, Annual Conference, Southern Scope, 
Mentorship, Extend The Dream grants – all 
combine to enhance members’ skills, build 

invaluable networks, ensure ethical admission practices, and help us provide students with access to authentic and trustworthy 
information from the time they start their college search to their first day on campus.
 
Since joining SACAC a decade ago, I have bemoaned the dearth of public high school counselors as members or regular attendees at 
sponsored programs. The reasons for their absence are understandable: difficulty in getting time away, excessive caseloads, lack of 
budget, etc. Nevertheless, the fact that their vital voices are missing from our activities diminishes the membership experience for us 
all and ultimately our ability to serve students. For instance, at last year’s Annual Conference only 51 (7 percent) of attendees were 
from public high schools. The bottom line is that this problem has existed for 30 years and will not self-correct.
 
Because of this, Georgia Tech has committed to covering the travel and registration expenses for a Georgia public high school counselor 
to attend the 2014 SACAC Annual Conference in Myrtle Beach. We have allocated funds to the SACAC Counselor Participation Fund and 
will entrust that committee to select a deserving counselor.

My challenge to you: As a SACAC member, a professional and a concerned citizen, I urge you to also consider sponsoring a public high 
school counselor from your state. If two counselors from each state were sponsored this year, we would increase representation at the 
conference by 35 percent. At NACAC in Toronto, I had the opportunity to share this challenge – and I am pleased to inform you that 
several other colleges, schools and consortiums are considering also sponsoring public school counselors to attend April’s conference.
 
Think creatively about how you might allocate budget to join this movement. And if you have questions about sponsorship details 
or collaboration are compelled to diversify SACAC’s institutional representation, and thereby enrich our collective professional 
experience and help us better serve students, please email me at rclark@gatech.edu@gtadmission or SACAC Grants Chair Joyce Mai at  
joyce_mai@ncsu.edu to discuss details.
 
Thank you for your consideration — and have a phenomenal year.

mailto:rclark@gatech.edu@gtadmission
mailto:joyce_mai@ncsu.edu


SACAC Session Proposal Deadline Extended

Who makes the SACAC annual conference so awesome? You do! All of you who attend sessions and participate in lively discussion – and all of 
you who take the time and energy to “put yourself out there” and share your perspective and knowledge on important topics. Collectively, this 
exchange makes our profession stronger on both sides of the desk! Consider presenting this year, won’t you? It’s easy to submit your session 
proposal online, and you have until October 15 to do so. Visit our homepage and select “session proposal form” to get started. Be sure to check 
out the list of possible topics, too!

SACAC Mentor Program: we’ll Make Your Match!
Davidson Hobson
Assistant Director of Admission, Wofford College
Spartanburg, SC

I want to thank the more than one hundred SACAC members who are participating in the mentor program. We owe the success of this program 
to their willingness to help fellow SACAC members grow in this profession. The annual conference in Memphis was a great way for some of our 
mentees to meet each other and gave us a boost in our mentor volunteer numbers. And this fall, we are calling for additional mentors! Following 
Dry Run this past summer, we saw an increase in mentor requests from young professionals who are new to the admissions field, so we continue 

to need your help.  

Our committee makes an effort to form a partnership based on professional goals, institutional similarities, and 
geographic proximity. One of the most important factors in partnering mentees with mentors is the amount of 
time that needs to be committed. We ask each participant to complete a questionnaire before enlisting in the 
program to give us a better idea of the time they need or are willing to contribute. We need a large pool of willing 
mentors for the program to run efficiently. Mentors with middle and senior management experience are most 
commonly requested. If you are interested in becoming a SACAC mentor please visit our webpage under the 
professional development portion of the SACAC website: www.sacac.org/mentorship-program.

Jason Hamilton, Executive Director of Arkansas Commitment, works with all community-based organizations. Call (501) 373-5888 or 
email jason.hamilton@arkansascommitment.org.  

Randi Marcus, Director of College Guidance at The University School at NOVA Southeastern University, works with secondary school 
partnerships. Call (954) 262-4532 or email marcusra@nova.edu.

Davidson Hobson, Assistant Director of Admission at Wofford College, works with post-secondary school partnerships. Call (864) 597-
4142 or email hobsondr@wofford.edu.

http://www.sacac.org
www.sacac.org/mentorship-program
mailto:jason.hamilton@arkansascommitment.org
mailto:marcusra@nova.edu
mailto:hobsondr@wofford.edu


SACAC Make a Dream Come True for Student Group from Raleigh, north Carolina
Myron Burney
Harriett B. Webster Task Force Board Member 
and Director of Student Success & Outreach, University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, NC

This spring 54 students from Raleigh, North Carolina embarked on 
a Spring Break college tour where they visited five colleges in three 
different states that are part of our southern region. For many of 
the students, this was their first time visiting colleges outside of 
the state.  Thanks to SACAC’s “Extending the Dream Grant,” they 
experienced a three-night, four-day trip that exceeded all of their 
expectations and opened their eyes to new possibilities. 

For one student in particular, this trip provided her first chance to set foot on the campus 
that she will spend the next four years of her life. Although Jasmyne Ormond was accepted 
to numerous institutions, something about Spelman College spoke to her, and after visiting 
with the members of the Harriet B. Webster Task Force on a beautiful Friday morning in April 
her decision was confirmed. 

More importantly, Jasmyne felt that the entire trip was a reminder to everyone that there are 
great colleges and universities outside of North Carolina and these places can be options for 
students who do well even if they are from out of state.  When I asked the students about 
similarities they noticed during the many different college visits, many of them mentioned 
the pride and passion the tour guides showed for their institutions. The students also talked 
about the rich history that was shared with them about each campus they visited.  

So, on behalf of the students and advisors of the Harriet B. Webster Task Force, we would 
like to express our sincere appreciation for the grant provided by the Extend the Dream 
Committee. It was essential to making this college tour a reality and it was the key visit that 
helped one young lady makes a decision of a lifetime while opening the doors of opportunity 
and interest for many others.

Memphis Memories: SACAC Annual Conference
SACAC’s annual conference offers a great mix of professional development and social networking opportunities. Before we move on to 
Myrtle Beach in 2014, take a moment to remember the fantastic offerings in Memphis!

Jasmyne Ormond loves Spelman
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“Loved SACAC in Memphis. The 
Peabody was fabulous. Although 

every session i attended was 
good, my favorite one was: 

‘Combatting Stress/Achieving 
balance: Tips and Thoughts to 

help you Thrive.’” – Becky Walker; 
Senior High Counselor; Jackson 

Preparatory School; Jackson, MSRegal digs (where even the ducks  
are treated like royalty)
Photo by Tamara Blocker

Just Ducky
Three anonymous Peabody ducks  

about to be consumed



 “i loved the session on counseling 
the international Student with an 
American high school education. 
i learned that i shared the same 

concerns as many of my colleagues and 
i found some helpful tips to improve 
my ability to serve those students.” – 
Lindsey Ringenbach; Assistant Director 

of College Counseling; Ravenscroft 
School; Raleigh, NC

MIFA COOL students say “Thanks!” for SACAC Service Project
Photo by Beverly Brooks

Sights and sounds fill the air during the conference social
Photo by Beverly Brooks

Conference Social Co-Chairs get a chance to chill out
L to R: Beverly Brooks and Chancey Thompson

Friends gather at the President’s Reception
L to R: Juliet Johnson, Ed Graf and Ingrid Hayes

Hanging out on Beale Street at the Monday Night Social
L to R: Brian K. Smith and Leslie Sandeferfur



“i loved the conference. it was awesome. 
Of course the highlights were all the extra 
activities like the Rendezvous, The beale 

Street Social and the Rooftop Cocktail 
Party. As a new counselor, i loved getting 

on Ole Miss’ campus. My favorite sessions 
were ‘The Admission Game,’ ‘Admissions 

Rosetta Stone,’ ‘AP’ and ‘nCAA.’ You all did 
a great job and i can’t wait until next year!” 
– Melinda Kirk; School Counselor; Knoxville 

Catholic High School; Knoxville, TN

Happy Reunion
L to R: Ashley Pearson, Elon University and Alex Segura, Cannon School

On Top of the World: President’s Reception on the Peabody Rooftop
L to R: Elizabeth Orehovec, Hilary Brannon, Alex Scovel and Dania Castro; University of South Carolina

Enjoying the Millsaps reception!
L to R: Jonathan Ferrell, Millsaps College; Claudia Goldbach, Girls Preparatory School;  

Kim Stodghill, Charlotte Latin School; Jeff Schiffman, Tulane University

Enjoying the SACAC Social on Beale Street
L to R: Amanda Martin, Beverly Anderson and Debbie Hill; Bearden High School

Smiles at the end of a great day of conference sessions
L to R: Dawn Calhoun and Tamara Blocker; Wake Forest University



SACAC’s Sweet Tea Tour a Sweet hit!
Yensen Lambert | Spanish Teacher & College Advisor, Darlington School; Rome, GA

One of the hats that I love wearing at Darlington is that of college advisor. To help me best serve my advisees, 
Darlington’s College Guidance Office sent me on a whirlwind adventure earlier this month called The Sweet Tea 
Tour, which is organized by SACAC. I met a fun group of college advisors, independent college consultants and 
teachers at the University of north Florida in Jacksonville to start our tour and we visited 14 Floridian colleges in 
five days! Each was unique and had signature programs that simply blew me away. I went on the tour to learn more 
about these colleges and so I could share my experience with my advisees. However, I must admit that in addition 
to taking notes for my students, I was already making college plans for my 9-year-old son, Ezra.

Not only did we learn about merit scholarships, early admissions, and the application process, but we also got private tutorials for 
school chants -- FSU’s tomahawk chop, UF’s Gator chomp, UNF’s Osprey swoop, and the list goes on. Every college hosted either 
wonderful luncheons or dinners and I was humbled by their hospitality. Our tour guides were students, and each of them spoke with 
pride and passions about their respective institution. They gave us the good, the bad and the ugly, which is exactly what we wanted 
to hear.

Editor’s Note: Tour stops this year, in order of the visit itinerary, included University of North Florida, Jacksonville University, Flagler 
College, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Bethune-Cookman University, Stetson University, Rollins College, University of Central 
Florida, University of Tampa, Eckerd College, New College, Florida Southern College, University of Florida, and Florida State University. 

Summer Seminar Sentiments
Brenda Gerhardt, PhD
Independent Educational Consultant, 
Gerhardt Educational Endeavors; 
Columbia, OH

I was privileged to spend several days with a 
group of wonderful college counselors who 
were all part of the 2013 SACAC Summer 
Seminar.  Many of these people are new 

to the field and others of us are “seasoned.”  It has been a great 
insight into the level of care and compassion that counselors have 
for the success of the students with whom they work.

As counselors we sometimes struggle to define our roles, explain 
our purposes to administrators, justify the importance of using 
class time for counseling and act simultaneously as resources and 
buffers between these groups. Yet, we all continue to do so, year 
in and year out because at the heart of it all, we are advocates.

We believe in the students’ skills and talents, we want to help them 
explore their fascinations and develop their passions and we want 
them to be able to expand their horizons at a pace and location 
that best suits their needs. We push when we need to; we scaffold 
when we can and we help students (and parents) understand that 
there is learning and insight in failure (or rejection from the first 
choice school).

The compassion and passion of counselors is not something to 
be taken lightly. Most counselors are humble and do not ask for 
much recognition or praise.  If you are fortunate enough to have 
(or have had) a counselor in your life who has helped you grow and 
become what you were meant to be, please consider letting him 
or her know that you appreciate the effort.

Debbie Hill | Counselor, Bearden High School; Knoxville, TN

Remember late night study sessions, group projects and 
cramming for finals at the college library? Remember the 
uncomfortable chairs, limited group study areas and getting 
yelled at for taking in food and drinks? Attendees of SACAC’s 
Summer Seminar realized all that has changed after touring 
the new Hunt Library at NC State University.  I know, I know, 
who likes visiting a library? With beanbag study chairs, 
amazing group project work areas, cutting edge technology 
and design, as well as  food and drinks allowed everywhere, 
touring the library was just one of many special moments 
offered during Summer Seminar. 
     
In addition to touring NC State, Summer Seminar participants 
also enjoyed tours and information sessions at Elon University, 

North Carolina Central University, Duke University and UNC 
Chapel Hill. Visiting these universities with both new and 
experienced counselors provided collaborative learning. 

L to R: Debbie Hill, Mareese Rose and Cierra Hill try out the bean bag chairs in 
a study lounge at the NC State Centennial Library during Summer Seminar.



Summer Seminar Sentiments continued...
A key highlight of Summer Seminar was a series of counselor sessions presented by the leadership team. Phil Hooper, Sarah Bast, Katie 
Elsasser, Dan Walls and Kia Hardy provided invaluable perspective from both the college side and the high school side. Presentations 
included the “Counseling Model, the Process Revealed: What are Colleges Looking For?” “Great Profiles and Ideal Transcripts,” 
“Recommendations: The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly,” “Building and Strengthening Relationships Between HS Counselors and 
Admission Officers,” “Coaching the Application Essay,” “Financial Aid,” and “Ethics.” During the five days of Summer Seminar, the lucky 
counselors in attendance received at least a semester’s worth of information and knowledge. 

 
Carina Lindsey
Assistant Director of Outreach and College Counselor
Education Services Foundation

Wolfpacks, Blue Devils, and Eagles are a few of the many things we encountered during Summer Seminar.  From a range 
of experiences, including classroom sessions to enduring the heat while on campus tours, we are now ready to conquer 
the college counseling world.  Summer Seminar provided the opportunity to learn from seasoned professionals and 
collaborate on ideas with my peers. We learned about the best practices in ethics, financial aid, the selective process, and 
the counseling model.  We also toured a variety of colleges in North Carolina.

This type of preparation should be required for all new counselors. The “on the job” training we receive as college counselors is often too late. 
By the end of Summer Seminar, I had many resources to add to my counseling toolbox along with a network of professionals I’ve connected 
with. This experience has revitalized my perspective on the college admissions process, and I believe our students will have better opportunities 
because of our instruction from Summer Seminar.

“All iS Fair” with nACAC Events in the SACAC Region!
Spring 2013 proved to be the most productive year ever for NACAC fairs managed by SACAC members, with nearly 40,000 students served in 
cities located throughout the SACAC region. For the latest on fall 2013 NACAC fairs in progress, visit www.sacac.org/collegefairs

National College Fair Chair Rick Clark says, “We were very pleased with the growth in both exhibitors and attendees at many of our SACAC 
region fairs. Of particular note Charlotte had a big increase in attendees this year – up 2,600 over last year.” 

Here are some excerpts from region fair reports:

“The Tampa NCF went well!  We had between 3,000 and 3,500 total attendees and 1,409 registered students.  Students and their parents 
were energetic and excited, an attitude shared by the exhibitors from over 180 different post-secondary institutions.” – Serge Desir (Associate 
Director; Office of Admissions and Outreach; University of South Florida St. Petersburg; St. Petersburg, FL)
 
“The Greater Raleigh Local Arrangements Committee (LAC) made a commitment to outreach to non-traditional students this year. The 
Greater Raleigh National College Fair attracted 4,000 students from all educational backgrounds. This evening fair provided more flexibility 
for students and families as well as a more welcoming atmosphere for non-traditional students.   The LAC added two workshops to an already 
strong session schedule entitled, “Transferring to a Four-Year College” and “GI Bill Benefits: The Yellow Ribbon Program.” These additions 
met the needs of area non-traditional students.” – Lindsey Ringenbach (LAC Chair; Greater Raleigh NACAC; Ravenscroft School; Raleigh, NC)

“Thank you to all of the colleges, universities, committee members and volunteers for making the Atlanta National College Fair a rewarding 
experience for everyone.  This event would not be possible without your passion to engage and encourage students to pursue their educational 
goals. It is a privilege to serve alongside you and see the impact this event has in the lives of thousands of families each year.” – Chad Bryant 
(Associate Director; Admissions and Recruitment; Georgia Perimeter College)

nEwS & nOTES | From the Board
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new President-Elect Steps into Three Years of Service 
 Brandi Smith; Assistant Director of College Guidance; Charlotte Country Day School; Charlotte, NC

Brandi Smith began her career in the college admissions world as an admissions counselor at Reinhardt College, her 
alma mater.  She then worked at Samford University for a few years and her last role in admissions was as a Senior 
Assistant Director at Vanderbilt University. In her current role, Brandi serves as the Assistant Director of College Guidance 
at Charlotte Country Day School.  Brandi has been involved in SACAC since the beginning of her career. Her previous roles 
for SACAC have included Professional Development Chair, Board Member and Delegate, Chair of the Extend the Dream 
Grant Program, Co-Director of Dry Run, Dry Run Faculty member and a Co-Director of the Nashville Mini Camp College. 
In 2010, Brandi was honored with the SACAC Garrett Klein Award for Mid-Level Service to the organization. She is excited 
and very much looks forward to representing our amazing membership over the next three years!

Executive board “newbies” (That’s “board,” not “bored…”)
The SACAC Executive Board’s newest members have wasted no time in plunging into their responsibilities since their induction last spring. Every 
board member is assigned a leadership role on a committee. Board terms last three years and members roll off in a staggered pattern to facilitate 
continuity. Meet the “Class of” 2016:

Anita Alston
Associate Director of Admissions
Elon University
Elon, NC

Anita Alston serves as the Associate Director 
of Admissions for Territory Management 
with the Office of Admissions & Financial 
Planning at her alma mater Elon University. 

Anita joined the Office of Admissions & Financial Planning in 2008 
and has counseled students from states in the southeast over 
the last five years.   In 2012, she earned her Master of Science in 
Higher Education from Drexel University.  In addition to her work 
at Elon, Anita has served as the Committee Chair for the SACAC 
Extending the Dream Grant over the last three years.  Anita serves 
as Co-Chair for the Admissions Practices Committee for SACAC’s 
Executive Board. 

Fred Baker
Director of Admission
Hendrix College
Conway, AR

Fred Baker is a Hendrix College Class of 2000 
alum and is currently preparing to defend 
his thesis (MA in History from the University 
of Nebraska, Kearney).  Prior to his election 

to the SACAC Board, Fred was a two-time member of the Dry Run 
faculty and a two-time member of the Summer Seminar faculty.  
He has presented at several SACAC conferences. Fred serves as 
Co-Chair for the Editorial Committee for SACAC’s Executive Board.

Serge Desir
Associate Director
Office of Admissions and Outreach
University of South Florida St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg, FL

A first-generation college student born 
to Caribbean immigrants, Serge Desir has 
been in higher education for 13 years.  

Serge earned a Bachelor’s in English from Stetson University and 
a Master’s in Education from the University of South Florida in 
Tampa (USF). Currently the Associate Director of Admissions at 
USF St. Petersburg, Serge has been active in a variety of higher 
education endeavors including a term on the Coca-Cola Scholars 
Foundation Program Review Committee; and two years on Dry 
Run faculty and co-Chair for the Dry Runs at USF Tampa. Serge also 
is Chair of Local Arrangements for the Tampa National College Fair. 
When not in the office or focused in other aspects of the college 
admissions profession, Serge is working to complete both his M.A. 
in English Literature from the University of Central Florida (one 
more class!) and his Ph.D. in Higher Education from USF Tampa 
(a lot more than one class!).  Serge serves as Co-Chair of the State 
and Area Initiatives Committee for SACAC’s Executive Board.

Rick Funk
Director of Regional Recruitment and Outreach
Office of Undergraduate Admissions
The University of Alabama
Tuscaloosa, AL

Rick Funk is the Director of Undergraduate 
Admissions at The University of Alabama 
where he has been since 1996—first as 

Associate Dean of Students before joining the admissions team 
in 2003.  Prior to joining the board this past spring he served 
twice on the Nominations Committee as well as on the Dry Run 
Faculty.  Coming from a student affairs background, SACAC has 
been an important vehicle for developing an extensive network of 
admissions professionals and high school counselors. Rick serves 
as Co-Chair of the National College Fair Committee for SACAC’s 
Executive Board.



Executive board “newbies” continued...

Claudia Goldbach
Associate Director of College Guidance
Girls Preparatory School
Chattanooga, TN

Claudia Goldbach is serving her 8th year as 
Associate Director of College Guidance at 
Girls Preparatory School in Chattanooga, TN. 
Claudia’s participation in Summer Seminar 

2003 hooked her on the profession and solidified her interest in 
professional development. Claudia served on the faculty of Dry 
Run in 2008 and directed Summer Seminar 2009 through 2011. 
She was also very involved in the annual conferences, serving as 
Registration Chair for several years. Her SACAC peers recognized 
Claudia with the Garrett Klein Award in 2012. Currently, Claudia 
is seeking a Master’s Degree in Creative Studies through SUNY 
Buffalo. Locally, she stays involved in community programs 
including Chattanooga Women’s Leadership Institute and 
Leadership Chattanooga Alumni Association. Claudia serves as 
Co-Chair of the Professional Development Committee for SACAC’s 
Executive Board.

Tyler Peterson
Associate Provost, Enrollment Management
Auburn University at Montgomery
Montgomery, Alabama

Tyler Peterson serves as Dean of Enrollment 
Management at Auburn University at 
Montgomery. Prior to this, Tyler worked 
at Birmingham-Southern College and Troy 

University in Admissions and Orientation. Tyler has presented 
numerous times at SACAC and is now looking forward to giving 
back as a member of the Board. When he is not working, spending 
time with his wife and two daughters keeps Tyler pretty busy. Tyler 
serves as Co-Chair of the Membership Committee for SACAC’s 
Executive Board.

Jeff Schiffman
Senior Associate Director of Admission
Tulane University
New Orleans, LA

Jeff Schiffman is the Senior Associate 
Director of Admission at Tulane where 
he manages Tulane’s social media and 
marketing in-office and he recruits from 

California to China. Jeff is a three-time Dry Run faculty mentor for 
SACAC. Last year, Jeff spearheaded the inaugural Silent Auction for 
the SACAC annual conference, where more than $6000 was raised 
for student scholarships. Jeff enjoys yoga, running and eating. 
Not at the same time. Jeff serves as Co-Chair of the Membership 
Committee and also manages social media communications for 
SACAC’s Executive Board.

Jessica Jaret Sant
Associate Director of College Counseling
Lovett School
Atlanta, GA

Jessica Jaret Sant currently serves as an 
Associate Director of College Counseling 
at The Lovett School in Atlanta, GA. Prior 
to this, Jessica served as an admission 

counselor at both Emory University and The University of Georgia. 
Jessica has presented at multiple SACAC conferences and has 
served as a faculty member for Dry Run, Camp College, and Mini 
Camp College.  In 2011, Jessica was selected as SACAC’s Rising 
Star.  She earned her BA and MPA from the University of Georgia. 
Thanks in part to her role as co-chair of the Georgia State Initiatives 
Committee, Jessica now serves as Co-Chair of the Government 
Relations Committee for SACAC’s Executive Board.
 

Tela Thigpen
College Guidance and 
Alumni Support Counselor
Soulsville Charter School
Memphis, TN

Tela Thigpen began her career in higher 
education while still a student at Christian 
Brothers University in Memphis, TN. After 

graduating, Tela worked for an open enrollment institution before 
returning to her alma mater, where she first served as Assistant 
Director of Admissions and later as Associate/ Interim Director of 
Admissions. Tela then served as as Director of College Advising at 
Lausanne Collegiate School. Today, Tela engages in her greatest 
passion, working with first generation, low-income high school 
students as College Guidance and Alumni Support Counselor at 
The Soulsville Charter School. Tela stays involved in both regional 
and national programs for community organizations.  She has 
been a faculty member for SACAC’s Mini Camp College and has 
led African American affinity group sessions at several SACAC 
conferences. Tela serves on the Conference Planning Committee 
for SACAC’s Executive Board.



have a story, news item, or article for Southern Scope?

Please share your creativity and expertise in one of our upcoming issues for the benefit of your fellow SACAC members. E-mail Katie 
Elsasser at katie.Elsasser@charlottecountryday.org with your ideas. Submission deadline for the next issue is Thursday, October 31.

help us celebrate your professional achievement!

Send us news of your career accomplishments and milestones, including promotions, retirements, and significant awards or publications. 
E-mail Katie Elsasser at katie.Elsasser@charlottecountryday.org and title your subject line “my career news.” Include our name, title, 
employer, phone number, news item, and date of achievement. (We will not publish your phone number, but may need it for follow up 
questions.) Also, be sure to send your photo portrait in JPG format if you have one. Submission deadline for the next issue is Thursday, 
October 31.
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Lucy Smith
College Counselor
Charlotte Latin
Charlotte, NC

Lucy Smith joined the Charlotte Latin School college counseling team this past August. Prior to this, she was a counselor 
at Lake Norman Charter School and Sun Valley High School. Lucy also worked as a counselor for four years at a high 
school in Maryland before moving to Charlotte in 2008. Lucy received her bachelor’s degree in psychology from the 
University of Maryland and her master’s degree in school counseling from UNC-Chapel Hill. 

Kim Stodghill
Associate Director of College Guidance
Providence Day School
Charlotte, NC

Kim Stodghill moved to Providence Day School in August to join the College Guidance Staff as Associate Director of College 
Guidance. Her combined 15 years of experience at several institutions has given Kim a broad background in education. 
Throughout her career she has also been an active member in SACAC, and is currently a member of the Executive Board for 
the organization. Kim is a proud graduate of Hendrix College with a graduate degree from the University of Miami.
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