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Dear SACAC Colleagues,

The beginning of the school year is always filled with such excitement and promise, and this 
year is no exception.  As we approach our 50th anniversary celebration, SACAC will use this 
opportunity to reflect on the accomplishments of our past and to be inspired to create an even 
stronger organization to serve our members. The SACAC Board spent three days together in 
August putting plans into place for the future. We listened to the feedback you, the members, 
provided during our annual conference via the Speak Up session, committee meetings, and 
special interest group sessions. Your voices shaped our conversations around the table about 

our strategic plan, and I’m pleased to tell you that the Board approved new Mission and Vision Statements.  We hope to have the new 
strategic plan in place by NACAC. You’ll even have the opportunity to vote on a new logo option to represent SACAC moving forward 
into the next fifty years.

The common thread in all of these discussions has been the voice of our membership.  I hope you’ll continue to provide us with 
feedback, ideas, and engagement throughout the year.  Please feel free to reach out to me at SEFTONL@rhodes.edu or 901.843.3709.  
I look forward to hearing from you.

Warm Regards,
 

Lauren Sefton
President

Have a story, news item, or article for Southern Scope?

Please share your creativity and expertise in one of our upcoming issues for the benefit of your fellow SACAC members. E-mail Leah 
Lambert at lambertl@ashevilleschool.org with your ideas. Submission deadline for the next issue is November 15.

Help us celebrate your professional achievement!

Send us news of your career accomplishments and milestones, including promotions, retirements, and significant awards or publications. 
E-mail Leah Lambert at lambertl@ashevilleschool.org and title your subject line “my career news.” Include your name, title, employer, 
phone number, news item, and date of achievement. (We will not publish your phone number, but we may need it for follow up questions.) 
Also, be sure to send your photo portrait in JPG format if you have one. Submission deadline for the next issue is November 15.
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Updated Vision and Mission Statements 

The SACAC Board met the first weekend in August at Agnes Scott College.  Plans for the coming year are exciting, and many new initiatives are 
being introduced as a result of the Stand Up Speak Up session at the conference in Birmingham.  

First on the agenda was the creation of a new Strategic Plan, which was last updated in 2007. Below are the new vision and mission statements 
which will guide our work over the next few years:

Vision Statement:
SACAC strives for excellence and the highest ethical path, binding students and educational professionals in the common cause of postsecondary 
success.

Mission Statement:  
SACAC supports and engages its collaborative network of enrollment and counseling professionals by promoting ethical responsibility, professional 
growth, access, advocacy, and outreach to help all students realize their postsecondary educational goals.

Legislative Day 2015 

Front row left to right: Senator Ronnie Johns, Kyra Young (Loyola), Jennifer 
Thibodeaux (Catholic High School), Jody Kennard (Episcopal High School), Christy 
Sevier (Saint Louis University), Alyse Richards (LSU), Sherry Brouillette (Catholic 
High School), Back row: Trée George (LSU), Emmett Brown (LSU), Elaine Duke 

(LSU), Sara Keimig (LSU), Superintendent John White

On April 29, 2015, a group of fourteen SACAC members in 
Louisiana converged on the Capitol in Baton Rouge for the first 
annual Legislative Day, which was a tremendous success! SACAC 
members attended a rousing House Education Committee 
meeting and spoke with individual representatives. The highlight 
of the event was lunch with Senator Ronnie Johns and State 
Superintendent John White. The group engaged in a very 
informative conversation with Superintendent White, who 
shared highlights of his current agenda items and listened intently 
to their suggestions and concerns. 

To continue this momentum, SACAC members in Louisiana 
formed a standing Government Relations committee that will 
meet monthly. This committee will provide SACAC members 
in Louisiana with an opportunity to learn more about what is 
happening in the state legislature in regards to education, to have 
a voice as to which agenda items their organization supports, and 
to participate in Legislative Day and other similar programs. 

NCAN Member Stacy Lightfoot 
Testifies to Congress 
On May 6, 2015, NCAN member Stacy Lightfoot testified to 
the Senate HELP committee on the importance of consumer 
information to help students pick the best bit college for them. 
She stressed the importance of knowing “how a student like me” 
does at a particular institution — including financial aid package 
information,  Pell Grant graduation rates, and job placement 
rates. Ms. Lightfoot also emphasized the need for “translators” 
to help guide students — a strong statement to Congress on the 
importance of advisors and counselors in the college selection 
process. 

In her full testimony, Ms. Lightfoot talks about two students: one 
who succeeded on her college journey and one who did not. 
These powerful stories illustrate the need for not just better data 
at the federal level, but better tools and training to get helpful 
information into the hands of students. Additionally, Ms. Lightfoot 
discussed the importance of moving to using the prior year’s 
income data for the FAFSA form, stating that this change would 
allow students to better prepare and plan to pay for college.

Senator Lamar Alexander and Stacy Lightfoot

NEWS & NOTES | From the Board



NEWS & NOTES continued...

Personnel Changes for Southern Scope
Katie Elsasser (Charlotte Country Day School) and Connie Scrivens (University of South Carolina),  intrepid co-editors of Southern Scope for many 
years, are stepping out of their positions. In doing so, they have entrusted Leah Lambert and Rachel West with both continuing and building 
upon the great work they have done for Southern Scope and for SACAC. Katie, as Co-Chair of the Editorial Committee, will remain involved, 
providing guidance to Leah and Rachel as they take on Southern Scope.

 Leah just celebrated her tenth year at Asheville School in Asheville, NC. She first served as the Associate Director 
of Admission and Director of Financial Aid before transitioning to her current position as Director of the College 
Office five year ago. Prior to that, Leah taught English through the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme 
and enjoyed a four-year advertising career. Leah is a member of NACAC, SACAC, ACCIS, and the College Board. 

Rachel West is beginning her second year as an Admission Counselor at Agnes Scott College in Decatur, GA. She 
graduated in 2014 from Centre College in Danville, KY, where she worked as a student ambassador and an assistant 
in the Office of Admissions, introducing her to the world of admissions and higher education. Rachel is a member 
of NACAC, SACAC, CIVSA, and CASE.

EXTEND THE DREAM SCHOLARSHIPS
The Extend the Dream Scholarship Committee worked hard to narrow and award eight recipients of nearly 150 applicants throughout the 
SACAC region. The co-chairs, Donnamarie Hehn and Bartley Sides, would like to offer a huge THANK YOU to the committee that read the 
applications and selected the winners:  Susan McGuire, Danesha Ward, Cynthia Obioha-Simpson, Tiffany Gray-Williams, Lisa Knell, Kristin 
Tidwell, Eric Shapiro, Tara Nelan, Ashley Miller, Tia Sullivan, Debbie Counts, Melissa Cline, Palmer Straughn, Aleny Garcia, and Quentin McGill. 

Congratulations to this year’s Extend the Dream Scholarship recipients: 

Michael Barrett
Hoover High School

Hoover, AL
Auburn University

Ataya Spears
Ooltewah High School

Harrison, TN
Spelman College



EXTEND THE DREAM continued.....

Stephanie Hong
Riverside High School

Greer, SC
Clemson University

Carmen Cordero-Rivera
Enterprise High School

Enterprise, AL
University of Alabama in Huntsville

Deondria Dorsey
Fairfield Central High School

Winnsboro, SC
Winthrop University

Graciela Garcia Ponte
Wade Hampton High School

Greer, SC
Furman University

Hassan Thompson
Sci Academy
Kenner, LA

Grinnell College

Katie Durham
Southern Alamance High School

Snow Camp, NC
Arcadia University



Dry Run for Post-Secondary Professionals

The Dry Run workshop for new college admission representatives was held this summer at NC State.  Over 150 participants learned all the “tips of the 
trade” from both college admission professionals and high school counselors.  Sessions centered on travel, reading applications, committee decision 
making, and how to be prepared for just about anything in a college admission office. Kudos to Joyce Mai and Ronnie Chalmers for leading this 
amazing professional development opportunity. Thanks to Charlotte Country Day School and Providence Day School for sponsoring a snack break 
and to NC State for providing folders and pens. 

  L to R:  Joyce Mai, co-chair Dry Run, Lauren Sefton, SACAC President, Ivy Brewer, SACAC Chair of 
Professional Development, and Ronnie Chalmers, co-chair Dry Run

SACAC Summer Seminar for High School Counselors

EVENTS OF NOTE | Summer Professional Development

This year’s SACAC Summer Seminar far exceeded my expectations! I’ve been a school counselor for 
five years, but I’ve worked primarily with freshmen. Since I will be shifting to some college counseling 
over the next few years, I was looking for a “how to” guide, and I certainly found it in the Summer 
Seminar. The session topics were comprehensive, and the informal, well-planned presentations were 
truly impactful. It was wonderful to connect with counselors and admissions representatives who 
participate in all parts of the college admissions process, and I walk away feeling like I’ve gained allies 
and friends. I highly recommend this transformative experience to anyone in the early years of a 
college counseling career. 

Thanks to the University of Alabama, Clemson University, N.C. State University, and Sewanee: The 
University of the South for providing zip drives for all the new counselors who attended Summer 
Seminar.

Emily Caulkins, MA, PLPC
Freshmen Counselor

Benjamin Franklin High School



Sweet Tea Tour 2015: Tea Time and Traditions
Forty-two hardy school counselors and independent educational consultants led by Caroline Morris and Kate Henderson toured 15 colleges and 
universities in Georgia as part of the Sweet Tea Tour. The hottest ticket in town, registration for this tour closed in under 10 minutes!

With sweet tea being the traditional beverage of the South, I focused on one of the traditions at each of the colleges and universities on our tour. On 
our first stop at Georgia Institute of Technology, tour guides shared the story of The Whistle, modeled after early industrial steam whistles. The Whistle 
blows to end classes and to announce touchdowns scored by the Yellow Jackets team at home games. Moving on to our second stop, Oglethorpe 
University, we learned General James Oglethorpe established a British colony in what is now the state of Georgia. In honor of the general, the school 
bearing his name hosts the Petrals of Fire Race, a run around the quad with the goal of finishing one lap before the 12th chime of the campus’ bell.

On Day Two we headed southeast, stopping at Mercer University where incoming first years and graduating seniors rub the head of the statue of 
Jesse Mercer, founder of the institution, for good luck. Continuing southeast, about three hours later, we arrived in the charming city of Savannah and 
explored the citywide campus of Savannah College of Art and Design. In keeping with its mission of creating all forms of art, SCAD students participate 
in the Sidewalk Arts Festival, in which students and faculty generate chalk drawings throughout the community.

The third day of travel introduced us to the Sweetheart Circle at Georgia Southern University. Folklore has it that sweethearts will marry if they walk 
the circle three times together. The Midnight Breakfast at Georgia College & State University provides a delicious respite for students the evening 
before final exams. Faculty and staff serve students a meal, and the Campus Activities Board holds multiple events to entertain the students. Later 
that day at the University of Georgia, we learned that bad luck will befall first year students who walk under the black iron Arch before graduation.    

Berry College, approximately 3.5 hours northwest of UGA, celebrates Mountain Day. Honoring the birthday of founder Martha Berry, BC holds its 
Homecoming event on the same weekend. (Aside: Berry’s campus of 27,000 acres is the largest in the US.) Continuing our fourth day, we headed 
southeast to Kennesaw State University and its Teddy Bear Toss, an annual tradition in which items tossed onto the basketball court during halftime 
are donated to a local children’s hospital. Rounding out the day and still moving southeast, Agnes Scott College’s young women receive a black onyx 
ring inscribed with ASC during their Sophomore Ring Ceremony, a semi-formal event.

Georgia State University has a large, bronze panther statue in Unity Plaza. We learned on Day Five that rubbing the panther’s nose before exams 
and sporting events will bring good luck. Wearing white dresses, the young women at Spelman College participate in special events such as the New 
Student Orientation Induction Ceremony, Class Day, and Commencement. The white dresses signify the dignity and respect for the occasion. One 
time-honored rite of passage at Morehouse College is the Parents Parting Ceremony. Students and parents share their redefined roles, and then first 
year students walk through the college’s gates, which close behind them leaving the parents on the other side. Rounding out the day, we headed back 
to Emory University, our meeting place for the tour. Dooley, the biology lab skeleton, rules over all the traditions at Emory. With the power to dismiss 
classes, Dooley and his entourage are a welcome sight for students.  On Day Six we learned Dooley originated at Oxford College of Emory, the original 
Emory campus, before it moved to Atlanta in 1919. At Oxford, Dooley usually takes on the role of the “cloaked campus critic.”

Thank you to each campus for the hospitality, great information, good food, and collegiality showered upon us during the Sweet Tea Tour. Many of us 
are working off the “freshman 15” gained during our weeklong adventure. 

Submitted by Belinda J. Wilkerson, Independent Educational Consultant, Steps To The Future, LLC



ON THE MOVE | Member Highlights

Wade Boggs 
The Westminster Schools

Atlanta, GA

Wade retired from his 44 years of teaching at The Westminster 
Schools in Atlanta, GA.  Wade held many positions at West-
minster including teaching AP European History and serving as 
college counselor, junior boys grade chair, history department 
chair, basketball and tennis coach. His Varsity Boys Tennis Team 
won 24 state titles in his 41 years of coaching, and he was simply 
outstanding at helping young people “discover their own paths,” 
whether in the classroom, through sports, or through the college 
process.

Richard Powell
Oak Hall School
Gainesville, FL

Richard retired last June after a 48-year career in six different in-
dependent schools.  For most of the last nineteen years, he was 
the Upper School Head and Director of College Counseling at Oak 
Hall School in Gainesville, Florida.  Stops along the way included 
Episcopal School of Jacksonville (FL), Orme School (AZ), Forsyth 
County Day School (NC), and Christchurch School (VA). Richard has 
served both SACAC and NACAC in numerous roles, receiving the 
Larry West Award (SACAC) in 2009 and the Margaret Addis Award 
(NACAC) in 2011.

Brandon Avery
Assistant Director of Admissions

University of South Florida Sarasota-
Manatee

Sarasota, FL

Brandon Avery has joined University of South Florida Sarasota-
Manatee as Assistant Director of Admissions.  Prior to this ap-
pointment, Brandon served as an Admissions Counselor at Uni-
versity of South Florida St. Petersburg.  

Shaelina Holmes
Admission Operations & Event Manager

Florida International University
Miami, FL

Shaelina Holmes has been promoted to Admission Operations 
and Event Manager at Florida International University, where she 
previously served as an Admission Officer.

Kirk Kluver
Director of Admissions

University of Iowa
Iowa City, IA

Kirk Kluver has joined the University of Iowa in Iowa City, IA, as 
its new Director of Admissions. Prior to this appointment, Kirk 
was Director of Admissions at the University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham.

Tiffany Nelson
Director of Admission

Spelman College
Atlanta, GA

Tiffany Nelson has worked in both undergraduate and gradu-
ate admissions and recruitment for nearly 15 years, serving at 
Spelman College, the University of Georgia, Emory University’s 
Goizueta Business School, and Georgia State University’s Robin-
son College of Business. In May 2015 she returned to Spelman 
College as the Director of Admission. Tiffany holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Spelman College and a master’s degree in higher 
education administration from the University of Michigan.    



ON THE MOVE continued.....

Southern Scope Staff

Co-editors:
Leah Lambert, Director of the College Office, Asheville School, Asheville, NC
Rachel West, Admission Counselor, Agnes Scott College, Atlanta, GA

Editorial Committee Co-Chairs:
Fred Baker, Associate Vice President for Enrollment and Director of Admissions, Hendrix College, Conway, AR
Katie Elsasser, Director of College Counseling, Charlotte Country Day School, Charlotte, NC

Caesar Ramos
Admission Officer

Florida Interational University
Miami, FL

Caesar Ramos, formerly an Admission Officer at Pace University 
in New York, has recently been hired as an Admission Officer at 
Florida International University.

Lindsey Rigenbach
College Counselor

Research Triangle High School
Research Triangle Park, NC

Lindsay has accepted a position as a college counselor at Re-
search Triangle High School.  Lindsay served her alma mater, 
UNC Chapel Hill, for seven years before joining the college coun-
seling team at Ravenscroft School. Prior to her appointment at 
RHTS, Lindsey was most recently the Associate Director of Ad-
missions at Meredith College.  She has also served on the SACAC 
Board of Directors and on the NACAC Editorial Committee. 

Jeff Schiffman
Director of International Admission

Tulane University
New Orleans, LA

Jeff was promoted to Director of International Admission at 
Tulane University.

Bartley Sides
Associate Director of College Counseling

Christ Church Episcopal School
Greenville, SC

Bartley joined Christ Church Episcopal School as Associate Di-
rector of College Counseling.  Prior to CCES, he worked at the 
University of Georgia and Furman University.  Bartley attend-
ed Furman University and received his Master’s degree from 
Wake Forest University.  He currently serves SACAC as a state 
co-chair of Government Relations and as co-chair of the Extend 
the Dream Scholarship Committee.

Shannon is continuing her position as the Senior Admissions 
Advisor and Regional Southeastern Recruiter for SUNY Cort-
land, but she is re-locating from Florida to North Carolina.  She 
will continue to review all applications from the Southeast 
territory as well as host counselor and student receptions in 
various cities from Florida to Maryland.  

Shannon Wightman
Senior Admissions Advisor & Regional 

Southeastern Recruiter
SUNY Cortland

Raleigh, NC


