
Vicki Englehart; President; The Southern Association for College Admission Counseling
& Dean of College Counseling and Guidance; Lake Highland Preparatory School; Orlando, FL 

Dear SACAC Colleagues and Friends,

I hope this message finds you all well. On behalf of all SACAC Board members, I want to personally 
express concern for those who were impacted by Superstorm Sandy. It took some time to fully 
understand the residual consequences of this storm. I have heard stories of hardship as well 
as acts of kindness in Sandy’s aftermath. Thank you to all the colleges and universities who 
extended admissions deadlines for students directly impacted by the storm and to those who 
donated supplies to schools in need. Please let me or any of our board members know if there is 
anything you believe SACAC can still do to help students, counselors, or college representatives 
who suffered from this storm.

One of the things I love most about this profession is the deep-seated desire on both sides of the desk to bolster each other as 
colleagues and to provide the best possible support to our students. It is in this spirit that we come together annually for the NACAC 
Conference. It was so good to see many of you in Denver in October.  I enjoyed visiting with you at our membership meeting and was 
delighted to see such a great turnout!  While the majority of my time in Denver was spent in meetings, I spoke with several of you who 
attended interesting and helpful sessions.  The opportunity to network at the Counselor College Fair and throughout the conference is 
valuable to all who attend.  NACAC provides a great structure for learning, collaborating, and connecting each year.

Our committees and Board are busy working on all of the wonderful upcoming events in each state, and our conference in Memphis is 
shaping up to be another great gathering of professionals.   President-Elect, Dee Voss, is excited about the great presentation proposals 
she received last month. She and I thank all who offered to share their expertise. The proposal committee will review all submissions 
and send notifications of acceptance in January, so stay tuned! There is so much admission and counseling experience in SACAC, and 
we all benefit from the sharing of ideas at our conferences.  SACAC receives accolades from people across the country for excellence in 
providing professional development opportunities to members and for the engaged, knowledgeable professionals in our membership.  
I am always proud to hear those compliments about our hardworking affiliate!

If you’re a counselor on the high school side you probably took a deep sigh of relief after you got past November 1st.  Working with 
seniors can certainly tax us at this time of the year!  Reviewing essays, writing letters of recommendation and meeting with fretful 
college applicants consumes our energy, time, and word banks!  I always enjoy the fall visits from our admission representatives, 
and now that most of you have wrapped up your travels, I hope you make a smooth transition back to the office and into “decision 
mode.”  I hope the winter holidays ahead provide time for all of you to recharge and spend time with family.  While high school college 
counselors will soon begin to put our thoughts toward our juniors, we know our colleagues on the college side will be hard at work 
crafting their next classes.  Good luck to all as we do this most important work for our students.

Sincerely,

Vicki Englehart
President
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nACAC COnFErEnCE | A picture is worth…

ViEwPOinT | College Counselor

Natural Talent: Scott Johnson “wowed” the crowd 
with his karaoke prowess during the conference 
social on Saturday night. As a professional 
musician, he goes by the name of Scott Albert 
Johnson, and he has been named one of the 
top 100 harmonica players in the world. Scott 
relishes his return to his alma mater – St. Andrews 
Episcopal School in Ridgeland, MS – where, as a 
newly-minted admissions counselor, he “wows” 
his students with equal aplomb.

Making SACAC Proud: Patty Montague, College 
Counselor at Marist School in Atlanta, Georgia, 
takes the stage to receive the distinguished 
Margaret E. Addis Service to NACAC Award 
during the opening assembly in Denver. Patty 
was honored as a long-time respected leader of 
NACAC and for her tireless work to improve upon 
and promote NACAC’s STEPS to counselors, CBOs 
and teachers around the country.

All Work and No Play… Melinda DeMaria, 
Associate Director of Admissions at the 
University of Georgia, and Laura Martin, 
Vice President for Enrollment and Dean of 
Admission & Financial Aid at Agnes Scott 
College share a lighthearted moment.

Dealing with the D’s of December: Defer and Deny
 
Katie Elsasser
Director of College Guidance
Charlotte Country Day; Charlotte, NC

December in secondary school’s college guidance offices is sometimes anything but merry. In many schools, first 
semester exams are given before the holidays. While the students are reveling in candy canes and red and green 
elf hats, they are also thinking about those exam grades and how they will affect their first semester grades in the 
hardest classes they’ve ever had. And what will those grades mean to their college applications?

The students who applied Early Action or Restrictive Early Action to some schools or Early Decision to others are waiting with bated 
breath to get THE DECISION. For the Early Action applicants, it’s hopefully having that first “YES!” in their back pocket. For those who 
have applied Early Decision, it’s the first reality check of their process. This is the college they REALLY want to go to, after all.  That 
Restricted Early Action may be their absolute first choice; it may also be a barometer of how they may fare with applications at the 
most selective colleges.

Most of these decisions will be made and communicated – oh, about December 15th – or even December 22nd.  It’s either the happiest 
of holidays or the most anxious of holidays. If it’s a “Dreaded Defer,” students are scrambling with their other applications. (“Didn’t my 
counselor tell me to have these ready, just in case?  But I didn’t think I’d need them!”)  And, if it’s the even more dreaded “Deny,” what 
about those other applications? Now they are critical.

To top it off, school is either closed for the holidays or about to be. And those deadlines… How about December 31st or January 1st?

HOW DO WE HELP OUR STUDENTS WITH ALL THIS?  HOW DO WE HANDLE ALL THIS OURSELVES?!!!!!

First, deal with the disappointment. Have plenty of tissues at the ready. Understand that this may be the first major disappointment 
students have dealt with. Help them “grieve.”

If you weren’t able to make it to the annual NACAC conference this year, be sure to dust off your passport or get a brand new one in 
preparation for Toronto, Canada next year! In the meantime, enjoy photos from Denver. See more photos online.

http://www.nacacnet.org/research/PublicationsResources/bulletin/2012Bulletin/10-17-2012/Pages/NACACs-68th-National-Conference-Recap.aspx


Recognize all the stages:

• Shock (“But I’ve worked so hard,” or, “If they didn’t take someone like me, who in the world did they take?”)

• Sadness (tears, frustration)

• Anger (“What a farce!” “That’s a stupid place anyway!)

• What if… (“I should have applied to XYZ Early Decision,” “If I just hadn’t gotten that B in that class,” “Maybe I should have written 
that essay on this topic instead…”)

• Anxiety hits (“I have four more essays to complete on each of these remaining applications, and school is closing for the holidays!”)

Ideally, yes, our students have fully completed all of their applications with these deadlines looming. Set a deadline in early December 
if students want you to read their essays. Also, set a deadline in early December for a list of schools that supporting materials should 
be sent to if the “Dreaded D’s” happen. Decide how flexible you will be about being available via email. Remind your students that 
they can work on their applications over the holidays. Try to refrain from all the “I told you so’s” that are running through your head!

Oh, and Happy Holidays!

ViEwPOinT | Admissions Representative

Lessons From the road
 
Two new admissions representatives share their observations and hard-won tips on travel while memories are fresh.

Harry Rockower
Admissions Representative, A.K.A Road 
Runner
College of Charleston; Charleston, SC

When I began working back in July I 
figured travel season would be pretty 
easy. Seeing new cities, talking to a few 
students: no big deal. Initially I referred 

to it as ‘backpacking with a purpose’ and gladly assumed the 
title of road warrior (or road puppy, depending on whom you 
talk to.) Despite suggestions and warnings from my office and 
from Dry Run, there were still some things that were only 
comprehensible after hitting the road. Here are a few tips 
from my travels for new counselors.  

1) Just because it is written (Or Spoken) Doesn’t make it So.
Strange as it may sound, GPS is not infallible. Always double-
check the night before how far away your first visit actually is. 
Even the slightest mistake in the GPS makes a big difference. 
For example, Highland Avenue is vastly different from 
Highland Drive, which happens to be nowhere near North 
Highland Drive (I’d like to have a word or two with the people 
who planned the Pittsburgh streets).

2) make Sure Your Hotel rooms Are Comfortable.
Nothing compares to sleeping in your own bed, so double 
check that the hotels rooms you book are legit. You don’t 
want to be stuck with a place that has stains on the sheets, 
crumbs on the carpet, and a chip on the toilet seat. It just 
does not make for a pleasant experience or a good visit the 
next day.

3) Traveling Alone means Eating Alone.
This was one of the harder things for me to adjust to. If you 
don’t feel like being social bring a book or an iPad. But, you 
are a friendly person and that is why you were hired for this 
job. Go and sit at a restaurant bar and talk to the person next 
to you or the bartender. Most likely they are in the same boat 
and you can strike up a good conversation. 

4) Dress it up.
This one is for the counselors just out of college or the younger 
looking crowd. I went to too many schools where I was told I 
looked like a student and was even asked by another rep what 
I wanted to major in (thanks University of Buffalo!) Make sure 
you look professional so that you can hopefully put your high 
school years behind you.

5) Keep Calm and Carry On.
Anything and everything will happen. From locking your 
keys in your trunk, having a student cry in front of you, or 
witnessing a pick-up truck fly across two lanes and smash into 
a barrier; calamity is inevitable. Just take a deep breath, crack 
a smile, and go get a drink. Happy hour gained its name for 
a reason.

Oddities aside, I had an amazing time during my first travel 
season.  Working with students one-on-one and supporting 
my alma mater was something that I would recommend to 
anyone. After traveling, it is easy to understand the statement 
that you are either in the industry for three or 30 years. Just 
remember to be open to anything while out on the road and 
things will go a lot more smoothly.  Good luck!



College is King when SACAC meets in memphis!
SAVE THE DATE for the 2013 SACAC Conference in Memphis, Tennessee April 20-23, 2013.

Conference registration will be opening online by the end of January, so keep your eyes on the SACAC website. We’ll send an email 
announcing the opening of registration and have more details about the college fair, college tours on Saturday, the service project, 
athletic events like yoga and a fun run/walk through Memphis, the social on Beale Street and more.  

Room reservations at the historic Peabody Hotel downtown are now open. You may make your reservation by calling 1-800-PEABODY 
and asking for the group rate for “Southern Association of College Admissions Counseling.” To receive the special $180 conference rate, 
you will need to reference the “Southern Association of College Admissions Counseling” when you make your reservation. To make 
your hotel reservation online, visit SACAC Conference Hotel reservations online.

We’ll provide a more detailed schedule prior to conference registration in January. To assist you in planning your hotel stay, the 
conference begins with college tours and a service project on Saturday, April 20 and the opening session is Sunday, April 21. The 
conference schedule continues through Tuesday morning. A tentative schedule, a conference volunteer form and other conference 
updates are available online.

Lauren Sefton, SACAC Conference Chair, Rhodes College 
Jonathan Ferrell, SACAC Conference Co-Chair, Millsaps College 
Melinda DeMaria, SACAC Conference Co-Chair, University of Georgia

Download Your new Copy of the SPGP!
During the NACAC conference in Denver, the Assembly adopted several changes to the Statement of Principles of Good Practice (SPGP). 
You can read a complete description of all changes, which are effective immediately, at the NACAC website’s national conference recap 
page. On this web page, you may also scroll down read or download a PDF of the revised version of the SPGP. Additionally, there is a 
version that highlights all the changes in red for easy visual reference within the entirety of the SPGP document. Of particular note in 
this year’s changes is a new section added to Best Practices as Article II.B.2, which reads: 

nEwS & nOTES | From the Board

Lessons From the road continued...
Myron Randall
Assistant Director of Admissions and Recruitment
Morehouse College; Atlanta, GA

This travel season has been an exciting ride. As a newer admissions professional, I have received advice from 
everyone, from my Dean to the wonderful folks at Dry Run this summer. Here is a countdown of important things 
that I’m pretty sure were mentioned to me, but really didn’t sink in until travel season kicked into high gear:

10. A home baggage scale is a good investment.

9. Time zones… they change. 

8. Hotels and motels are not the same.

7. receipts, receipts, receipts.

6. Don’t forget to zip your travel bag. 

5. Pack an umbrella, small but oh, so valuable.

4. A poker face is not just for poker.

3. Sometimes the GPS lies… flat out lies. 

2. You can never have enough hand sanitizer.

1. A bottle of water can be the most welcome gift ever.

www.sacac.org
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/SACAC2013
www.sacac.org/page/conference
http://www.nacacnet.org/research/PublicationsResources/bulletin/2012Bulletin/10-17-2012/Pages/NACACs-68th-National-Conference-Recap.aspx
http://www.nacacnet.org/research/PublicationsResources/bulletin/2012Bulletin/10-17-2012/Pages/NACACs-68th-National-Conference-Recap.aspx
http://www.nacacnet.org/about/Governance/Policies/Documents/SPGP.pdf
http://www.nacacnet.org/about/Governance/Policies/Documents/SPGP10_10_12_ChangesInRed.pdf


As we write this, it’s Election Day morning. There seems to be a combination of emotions – anticipation, anxiety, hope, and maybe 
a little dread – in the air. We voted and now we wait. No matter the outcome, you let your voice be heard. However, remember that 
you do not need to be silent for the next four years. Your voice needs to be and should be heard on issues that are important to you, 
no matter who is in the White House or in an office on the Hill. NACAC’s Legislative Action Center is a fantastic resource for members. 
NACAC posts “Action Alerts” regularly on their site. Members can log in and contact their Senators and Representatives in a matter of 
seconds. 

Currently, three Action Alerts are live on the NACAC site:

1) The Advancing College Choice and Ethics to Protect Students and Taxpayers (ACCEPT) Act, introduced by Senator Richard 
Blumenthal (D-CT), is a bill designed to help prospective college students make informed enrollment decisions while protecting 
students and taxpayers from unscrupulous recruitment practices. NACAC staff wrote and edited the majority of the bill, reflecting 
the SPGP. 

2) Stop Sequestration: Unless Congress acts, on January 2, 2013 nearly every federal program will be subject to an automatic across-
the-board cut through a process called sequestration. One estimate suggests that the Department of Education’s budget would be 
cut by $4 billion. Every one of the Department’s programs would be impacted except Pell Grants (Pell is exempt from cuts in the 
first year of sequestration, but would face significant cuts in future years).

3) Support increased Protections for military and Veteran Students: Over the past several years, NACAC and others, have documented 
evidence of high-pressure, misleading recruitment tactics practiced by unscrupulous institutions of higher education that seek to 
take advantage of readily available federal education benefits. Through the introduction of legislation, Members of Congress seek 
to rein in this activity while protecting student benefits and taxpayers’ money.

To read more about these issues, go to the Legislative Action Center and select the “Issues & Advocacy” tab. Remember that there is 
no limit to the number of emails you send. Vote early and often! If your institution considers this type of action a type of lobbying, and 
discourages using their name in any type of legislative communication, please know that you can still take action with your personal 
email address and contact information. 

Want to know what’s happening in your state’s legislative session or take action on local issues? NACAC’s State Legislative Portal, also 
found under “Issues and Advocacy,” lists all education-related proposed legislation in your state. If you would like to create state action 
alerts on the NACAC web site so that members in your state can easily communicate with state lawmakers, please contact your SACAC 
Government Relations co-chairs at governmentrelations@sacac.org.

Look forward to spring with a Legislative Advocacy Day for Education! The following states are continuing or initiating the practice of a 
united SACAC voice in their state capitols. Watch your email for a call to participate in the following states, or contact your State Liaison 
now to express your interest. 

Georgia: Jessica Jarrett jjaret@lovett.org
Florida:  Marnie Allen allenm@miamicountryday.org
North Carolina:  Bill Pruden bpruden@ravenscroft.org
Tennessee:  Mike Brown mike.brown@jp2hs.org

Download Your new Copy of the SPGP! continued...
“All Postsecondary members should: “allow students a reasonable amount of time (at least 72 hours) to respond to an offer of 
admission from that institution’s wait list and gain admission to that institution’s incoming class. This offer of admission should be 
a written and/or electronic communication to the student.  Postsecondary institutions should also strive to fully inform students on 
the waitlist of their financial aid and housing opportunities, if different from their normal policies;” 

Stay informed and Let Your Voice be Heard

Sarah Katherine Drury 
SACAC Government Relations Co-Chair 
Director of Scholarships and Alumni Relations 
Watson-Brown Foundation, Inc.

Debra Landesberg, M.S. 
SACAC Government Relations Co-Chair
College & Secondary Education Consultant
My College Resource; Holmes Beach, Florida

http://capwiz.com/nacac/home/
http://capwiz.com/nacac/home/
mailto:jjaret%40lovett.org?subject=
mailto:allenm%40miamicountryday.org?subject=
mailto:bpruden%40ravenscroft.org?subject=
mailto:mike.brown%40jp2hs.org?subject=


Beth Barteletti 
College Advisor/School Counselor
American Heritage High School; Plantation, FL

Beth Barteletti, formerly an associate dean of admission at 
Reed College in Portland, Oregon, has joined the guidance 
and college advising staff at American Heritage School in 
Plantation, Florida.

 
Christine Hand-Gonzales, Ed.D.
College Planning Consultant
College Path, LLC; Sumter, SC

Dr. Christine Hand-Gonzales has just 
published her third book on college 
planning entitled, Your College Planning 
Survival Guide: Smart Tips From Students, 
Parents, and Professionals Who Made It 

Through, which provides tips and techniques to make the 
most of the career search and college application process.

Allie Mendelsohn
Educational Consultant

Allie Mendelsohn was brought on as an 
educational consultant by the University 
of North Carolina’s Student Latino 
Initiative to help high-achieving Latino 
high school students navigate the path to 
higher education.

 
Brandi Smith
Senior Assistant Director of Admissions
Vanderbilt University; Nashville, TN

Charlotte Country Day School is pleased 
to announce that Brandi Smith, currently 
Senior Assistant Director of Admissions 
for Vanderbilt University, will be joining 
the College Guidance office as Assistant 

Director of College Guidance. With all of her experience in 
college admissions at Vanderbilt University and Samford 
University, she brings a wealth of knowledge to our office. She 
will be starting in mid-December.

Lucy Smith, M.Ed. NCC
Counselor
Lake Norman Charter High School; 
Huntersville, NC

Lucy Smith was featured as NextStepU’s 
Super Counselor.  Student Megan Ferry 
says that Smith is a “Super Counselor” 
because “she works extremely hard to 

help each student advance their academic and professional 
goals. She is a valuable resource for my school and I do not 
know what I or the other students would do without her.” 
Read the article at nextStepu’s website.

 
Mary Wagner, Ph.D.
Director of Admissions
University of South Carolina; Columbia, SC

Mary Wagner was promoted from 
Senior Associate Director to Director of 
Admissions at the University of South 
Carolina in September. She has served in 
the Office of Undergraduate Admissions 

since 2006. Prior to joining South Carolina, Wagner served 
as Louisiana College’s director of enrollment management 
and institutional research from 2003 to 2004. Mary was 
promoted in part due to her “excellent track record using data 
and applying new technology to grow and manage [USC’s] 
application volume and meet [its] enrollment goals.” 

Scott Verzyl
Associate Vice President for Enrollment 
Management
University of South Carolina; Columbia, SC

Scott Verzyl received the prestigious 
Strategic Enrollment Management Award 
of Excellence during the 22nd annual 
AACRAO SEM conference in November. 

Scott was chosen for this national award in recognition of 
his visionary leadership and outstanding accomplishments at 
the University of South Carolina and for his contribution to 
the enrollment management field. Scott was also featured as 
Dean of the Month in November by College Admission: From 
Application to Acceptance, Step by Step. Read the full story 
here.

Help us celebrate your promotion or professional achievement.
Send us news of your career accomplishments and milestones, including promotions, retirements, and significant awards or publications. 
E-mail Katie Elsasser at Katie.Elsasser@charlottecountryday.org and title your subject line “my career news.” Include your contact 
information and date of achievement. Also, be sure to send your photo portrait in jpg format if you have one. Submission deadline for 
the next issue is Friday, January 25.

On THE mOVE | Member Highlights

http://www.nextstepu.com/counselor/super-counselor-lucy-smith.htm
http://www.sc.edu/news/newsarticle.php?nid=4534#.UMEKA6V7oRk
http://www.sc.edu/news/newsarticle.php?nid=4534#.UMEKA6V7oRk
http://collegeadmissionbook.com/blog/scott-verzyl-university-south-carolina/
mailto:Katie.Elsasser%40charlottecountryday.org?subject=


Have a story, news item, or article to share in Southern Scope?
E-mail Katie Elsasser at Katie.Elsasser@charlottecountryday.org and title your subject line “Southern Scope submission.” Please include 
your contact information with your comments or article. Also, send your photo portrait in jpg format if you have one. Submission 
deadline for the next issue is Friday, January 25, but contact Katie before then if you have a story or article idea.

Southern Scope Staff
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