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Dear SACAC Colleagues,

It seems just like yesterday when we caught up with one another in Indianapolis for the annual NACAC 
conference where we had an abundance of top-notch sessions and wonderful keynote speakers. And 
there is nothing like the spectacle of thousands of us gathered together to bring home just how 
far our reach and strong our voice is. Together we have done and continue to do great things for 
our profession and for the many students we serve. Perhaps it’s the prospect of Thanksgiving just 
around the corner, but I’m feeling particularly thankful for each and every one of you – for your active 
membership, your involvement and your contribution of time and talent in SACAC.   

This year SACAC had another extremely successful run of events from summer through fall. Please join me in thanking Phil Hooper and 
Sarah Bast for leading Summer Seminar, Ivey Harrison and Caroline Morris for making the Sweet Tea Tour even sweeter, and Meredith 
Coen and Grant Cutler for managing Dry Run. Also, big thanks to the many hands involved in conducting NACAC fairs this fall and to all 
the schools, universities and colleges who hosted our many events. 

Wishing you all success as we rapidly approach the holiday season.

Sincerely,

Brandi Smith
President

Have a story, news item, or article for Southern Scope?

Please share your creativity and expertise in one of our upcoming issues for the benefit of your fellow SACAC members. E-mail Katie 
Elsasser at Katie.Elsasser@charlottecountryday.org with your ideas. Submission deadline for the next issue is Monday, March 9.

Like us, tweet us, and share your photos!

Help us celebrate your professional achievement!

Send us news of your career accomplishments and milestones, including promotions, retirements, and significant awards or publications. 
E-mail Katie Elsasser at Katie.Elsasser@charlottecountryday.org and title your subject line “my career news.” Include our name, title, 
employer, phone number, news item, and date of achievement. (We will not publish your phone number, but may need it for follow up 
questions.) Also, be sure to send your photo portrait in JPG format if you have one. Submission deadline for the next issue is Monday March 9.
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New transfer student support resources available on NACAC’s website 

Visit NACAC’s recently launched Transfer Knowledge Hub, an online resource offering research and policy-based guidance for professionals in 
high schools and two- and four-year institutions who work with transfer students. On NACAC’s website, you’ll also find a new Application Fee 
Waiver Request Form specifically for transfer students. 

The transfer pathway as a postsecondary option is more widespread than ever for today’s students. Data from the National Student Clearinghouse 
(2012) reveals that one-third of students who began their postsecondary education in the fall of 2006 transferred at least once before earning any 
degree. In addition, nearly half of all undergraduates today are enrolled in community colleges, the majority of whom express a desire to transfer. 

Transfer students face unique challenges along their path to a postsecondary degree, including a longer and more difficult admission process 
and lower acceptance rates. Once transfer students do arrive on campus, they often lack the services and support they need for a successful 
transition. Institutions’ response to transfer students’ special counseling needs varies significantly. Assisting these students make these transitions 
and succeed is a critical task for all professionals within our colleges and universities. 

The Myron G. Burney Award for Inclusion and Access
The SACAC Board asked the Governance and Nominating Committee 
to consider the creation of an award in honor of Myron Burney who lost 
his life in a tragic accident. Myron’s impact on the profession and young 
people was significant and left us all to consider what we can do to serve 
our populations better. The Governance and Nominating Committee was 
honored to develop this award in Myron’s memory, and hope that in some 
small way, it inspires those who work to promote inclusion and access to use 
their voice and expertise to help underrepresented students.
 
Myron Burney’s passion was preparing and helping young people identify 
and access higher education. Through his work at Morehouse College, 
North Carolina State University, the University of Georgia, and as Director 
of Student Success and Outreach at the University of North Carolina and 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Enrollment Management and Retention at 
Elizabeth City State University, Myron helped many underrepresented 
students realize their dreams to attend college. He provided support to 
parents, increasing their understanding of the value of a college education 
and assisted them in identifying multiple opportunities available to help 
their children reach that goal. A dedicated educator, Myron was inspired 
to build bridges to higher education for underrepresented young people. 

Myron’s big smile, willing attitude and sincerity were beloved among his friends and colleagues in SACAC and made him a natural connector for 
professionals whose mission is to help students access educational opportunities. Tragically, Myron lost his life in a traffic accident in July of 2014. 
Commitment, empathy and inclusion were key components of the work he produced within our profession, and this award honors a SACAC 
member who, like Myron, has made a significant impact in our field promoting inclusion and access.

NEWS & NOTES | From the Board

Donations at the NACAC conference raised $1,500 for  
the Myron Burney Scholarship at Morehouse College.
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B’Inspired in Birmingham April 18-21, 2015!
The next SACAC Annual Conference takes place in Birmingham, Alabama. It begins on Saturday, April 18 with college tours to area schools and a 
volunteer service project. The Opening Session to “officially” kick off the conference is Sunday afternoon and we’re excited to welcome General 
Charles C. Krulak “The General,” President of Birmingham Southern College, as our opening speaker. Monday will be full of interactive sessions, a 
brainstorming session for the membership and a traditional and reverse college fair, plus a fun filled social that night. The conference concludes 
around 12:30 on Tuesday with a brunch. As you make travel plans, please be aware that the conference awards will be presented at brunch on 
Tuesday instead of lunch on Monday.

You’re not going to want to miss participating in our second annual Silent Auction! Proceeds from the Silent Auction will raise money for the 
SACAC Student Scholarships (2014 recipients featured in this issue of Scope). Bring your wallet and be prepared to contribute to a wonderful 
cause and bring home a piece of SACAC. You can donate items like custom bowties, sparkly jewelry, autographed books, golf packages, artwork, 
hotel stays and more. You’ll also be able to contribute to our Counselor Participation Fund by purchasing a coveted SACAC pin for $5 or raffle 
tickets for $1.

If you’re sure you will attend the conference, go ahead and reserve your room now. Group rates are available until March 17, 2015 at the 
Sheraton Birmingham. 

While in Birmingham, you’ll want to take in the sights, sounds and tastes of the city. One option is Uptown, Birmingham’s new entertainment 
district, which provides lots of great options for dining and fun – and it’s conveniently located right around the corner from the Sheraton.

Stay tuned for more details on the conference. Please contact conference chair Jonathan Ferrell  with any specific questions about the conference.  
We look forward to seeing you in Birmingham! 

SAIL is launching from Birmingham in April!
SAIL (Succeed, Advance, Innovate and Lead) is SACAC’s newest professional development program, 
designed for admission counselors with 7+ years of experience. Mid-level professionals have learned the 
“tools of the college admissions trade” and are often searching for opportunities that will support their 
growth and development in the profession.  SAIL will pair two mentees with one seasoned admission 
mentor for a yearlong, interactive guided program.  

Goals for mentees include, but are not limited to:

•  Establishing personal and professional goals
•  Growth in current position by taking on additional responsibilities
•  Professional preparation for advancement
•  Developing a deeper understanding of higher education
•  Understanding of challenges high school counselors
• Understanding relevant issues such as budget management, strategic planning, and enrollment management
•  Identifying and overcoming barriers to success 

SAIL is being co-captained by Eric Stokes of UT Knoxville and Cyndi Sweet of Maryville College. Mentors bring a vast array of knowledge and 
diverse experiences, earning their sea legs from years of college admissions work. Mentors include:  

Kari Alldredge: UTK (TN), Director of Undergraduate Admissions
Lee Ann Backlund: Sewanee (TN), Dean of Admission and Financial Aid
Adam Connolly: Coker College (SC), Director of Admission
Barbara Polk: UNC Chapel Hill (NC), Deputy Director, Undergraduate Admissions
Dr. Monica Terrell Leach: NC Central U, (NC), Assoc. VC, Enrollment Management
Faye Tydlaska: Tulane (LA), Director of Undergraduate Admission
Carey Thompson: Rhodes (TN), Dean of Admission & FA, VP for Enrollment
Mary Wagner: USC (SC), Director of Undergraduate Admissions
Mary Tipton Woolley: GA Tech (GA), Associate Director of Admission

Interested mentees will be asked to commit to the yearlong “voyage,” including attendance at SACAC’s annual conferences in Birmingham (April 18-
21, 2015) and Miami (April 9-12, 2016), as well as NACAC’s 2015 National Conference in San Diego (October 1-3, 2015). Look for more information 
about this opportunity in your email in-box in the near future. Questions about SAIL should be directed to either Eric Stokes or Cyndi Sweet. 

Logo designed by Anna Baldree, 
Girls Preparatory School Class of 2016
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Your Silent Auction funds at work…
The Extend the Dream Scholarship Committee worked hard to narrow and award ten recipients out of nearly 200 applicants throughout 
the SACAC region.  Thank you to the following individuals that served on the committee: Donnamarie Hehn, Bartley Sides, Lindsey 
Ringenbach, Kim Stodghill, Aimee Kahn-Foss, Sonya Fleck, Sarbeth Fleming, Timothy Gibson, Andrea Rizzi, Lauren Hitt, and Brandon 
Tigue.

Congratulations to this year’s Extend the Dream Scholarship recipients:

Kamaria DeLaForce
North Oconee High School

Bogart, GA
University of Southern California

Julia Pham
Bryant High School

Irvington, AL
University of Alabama-Birmingham

Ebony Smith
Young Women’s Preparatory Academy

Miami, FL
Dartmouth College

Brittany Dash
West Broward High School

Pembroke Pines, FL
Florida International University

Alexis Michalos
Carolina Forest High School

Myrtle Beach, SC
University of South Carolina (Honors)

Aimee Dykes
Soddy Daisy High School

Soddy Daisy, TN
Samford University

Josh Shepard
Catholic High School

Baton Rouge, LA
Louisiana State University

Aaron Whitmore
South Fork High School

Stuart, FL
Florida State University

Jonathan Lo
West Broward High School

Pembroke Pines, FL
University of Miami

Chelsey Shirley
Lee County High School

Leesburg, GA
University of Georgia



Hand trucks, name badge scanners, and boxes of brochures, “Oh my!”
The 2014-2015 NACAC College Fair season got off to a great start Sunday, September 14 at the BJCC in Birmingham. Almost 4000 prospective 
students and their families had the opportunity to visit with nearly 150 exhibitors representing colleges and universities from across the country.  
A big shout out goes to Karen Svetlay (Mountain Brook HS) and Andrea Smith (Briarwood Christian) for their leadership with the local committee 
in putting together a great event.
 
In 2013-2014 more than 68,000 prospective students and over 2300 exhibitors participated in the thirteen fairs held in the SACAC region. Nine 
of the fairs took advantage of $770 funding in SACAC to supplement promotion of the fair or to increase access for students and their families to 
attend by providing busses or assisting with reduced parking fees. 
 
And a new fair will be starting in the Spring 2016 with the addition of the Greenville-Spartanburg area. Ivy Brewer (Christ Episcopal School) and 
Rob Rhodes (Greenville Public Schools) will co-chair the local arrangements committee. 
 
In addition the following individuals oversee the local planning committees at these NACAC fair locations in the SACAC region and also deserve 
more than a few pat on the backs:

Reported by:
Rick Funk
SACAC Board Member (National College Fair Chair)
Director of Admissions
Office of Undergraduate Admissions
The University of Alabama

Quenching a thirst for Sweet Tea 
Belinda J. Wilkerson
Independent Educational Consultant, 
Steps To The Future, LLC
Fayetteville, NC

Spending five and half days with like-minded people while visiting 12 colleges and universities in Alabama, Louisiana, 
and Mississippi, proved to be an excellent way to spend a part of my summer. Led by Ivey Harrison from Christ Church 
Episcopal School (SC) and Caroline Morris from The Bolles School (FL), the Sweet Tea participants began their journey 
at Birmingham-Southern College (BSC), followed by a visit to Samford University (SU) later that evening. At BSC, 

General Krulak, the President of BSC, has morning office hours for students only. Identified as a Colleges That Change Lives institution, BSC 
offers a four-week Exploration Term, with two terms required for all students. Our second institution, SU requires all students to follow 
their Core Texts Program, focused on Inquiry, Discussion, Faith, and Reason. Looking through the lens of Christianity, Samford emphasizes 
“for God, for learning, forever,” while not requiring a signed statement of faith from faculty or students.

LOOKING BACK | Connections & Memories

Atlanta  Chad Bryant (Georgia Perimeter College)
 
Baton Rouge Anthony Ranatza (LSU)
  Jennifer Thibodeaux (Catholic HS)
 
Charlotte Betsy McGraw (East Mecklenburg HS)
  Kimberly Preacher (South Mecklenburg HS)
 
Ft. Lauderdale Ralph Aiello (School Board of  
     Broward County)
 
Jacksonville Bernadette Hardeman (Duval County 
     Public Schools)
 
Memphis Timothy Green (St. George’s  
     Independent School)

 Miami  Deborah Montilla (Miami-Dade County 
     Public Schools)
  Perla Tabares-Hantman (Miami-Dade 
     County Public Schools)
 
Nashville  Tami Bergert (Father Ryan HS)
 
New Orleans Andy Benoit (UL-Lafayette)
  Betsy Stangel (Mount Carmel Academy)
 
Orlando  Lynn Stewart (Lake Highland Prep)
 
Raleigh  Lindsey Ringenbach (Meredith College)
 
Tampa  Amanda Dale (USF)



Quenching a thirst for Sweet Tea continued...
After enjoying the Southern hospitality of Birmingham-Southern at breakfast, we toured Auburn University (AU) then traveled over to Spring 
Hill College (SHC) to a warm welcome from the Admissions staff. We learned AU planned to open a Wellness Kitchen providing gluten-free meals 
along with other dietary accommodations. Additionally, AU offers an interdisciplinary minor in Hunger Studies. Over at Spring Hill, Political Science 
professor, Matthew Barr, described as a rock star, encourages students to “Go out into the world – make a mess.” The oldest Catholic college in the 
Southeast, Spring Hill’s LEAP program for first year students connects them to the mission of the school while fostering academic success.

After a three-hour bus ride, a tired group of travelers pulled into New Orleans for an overnight stay at Tulane University. Tuesday, the third day of 
the tour, included sessions at Loyola University (LU), Xavier University of Louisiana (XU), and then back to Tulane University (TU) for a tour and 
information session. Loyola, one of 28 Jesuit colleges and alma mater of tour attendee Stephen Brown, follows the teachings of St. Ignatius, “to 
guide people, not prod them.” Students in the School of Communication have won the Bateman competition (public relations) more than any 
institution in the nation. Xavier, the only HBCU that is also Catholic, has a thriving Pharmacy program, educating a majority of the nation’s black 
Pharmacists. Devastated by Hurricane Katrina, Xavier received funding from the Qatar Katrina Fund to build its Pharmacy Pavilion. Our seventh 
stop, Tulane University, has a renowned art glass program, led by Gene Koss, an internationally known glass artist. Wrapping up the evening, we 
ventured to Dat Dawgs, a New Orleans eatery sampling gator, crawfish, beef, and pork hot dogs, courtesy of Tulane. A few hardy souls enjoyed 
the French Quarter after dinner, while most of us looked forward to a good night’s sleep. Chris Teare, who traveled from the Virgin Islands for the 
Sweet Tea Tour, surprised us in the morning with beignets from Café Du Monde – what a treat!  

Fortified by beignets, we made our way to Baton Rouge to visit Louisiana State University. Mike VI, LSU’s mascot, greeted us at his sanctuary 
where Provost Stuart Bell and other LSU faculty provided an overview of LSU’s programs and opportunities. A photo op with a statue of Mike, a 
tour of the campus, and lunch at the largest collegiate Barnes and Noble in North America rounded out our stay at LSU. 
 
At Millsaps College (MC), we discovered Southern hospitality at its finest: made up beds, a bottle of water, a gift bag, and soap awaited each 
traveler. We learned about MC’s Neuroscience and Cognitive Studies program – the only such kind in Mississippi – and about MC’s Faith and Work 
Initiative that combines character development with career development. Ending the evening, President and Mrs. Pearigen graciously opened 
their home to us for a wonderful evening of fellowship and food. 

Leaving Millsaps after breakfast, we headed to Mississippi State University (MSU), alma mater of tour participant Carina Lindsey. Following 
lunch, we toured campus in our family groups as determined by lunch seating. The Montgomery family (my group), was named after Sonny 
Montgomery, who was instrumental in the passage of the Montgomery G.I., which provided educational benefits for veterans. Traveling by van, 
we visited the Mobile Veterinary Clinic, which provides spaying and neutering services to area animal shelters. Meeting at the Bill Battle Academic 
Center at the University Of Alabama (UA), we learned about the academic success of some of UA’s athletes before touring the campus. Not 
just an athletic powerhouse, UA’s students are Rhodes, Goldwater, Hollings, and Truman Scholars. Prior to dinner at a Chuck’s, local steakhouse, 
President Bonner extended an invitation to her home for refreshments and hors d’oeuvres, where she shared her vision for and commitment to 
the University Of Alabama.

Arriving back at Birmingham – Southern, some participants opted for a visit to the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB). Only 45 years old, 
UAB is where “our national champions wear scrubs” with programs such as Public Health, Forensic Science, or Marketing with a concentration in 
Medical Equipment and Supplies Distribution. And in an area unrelated to health sciences, UAB’s Digital Media team won an ADDY award recently 
for their TedX Birmingham: Rediscover the Magic video.

Sweet Tea Tour ’14 group takes a break for a pose at Spring Hill College. Sweet Tea Tour participants don purple and gold finery at LSU. Sweeeeet.



Ashley Pearson
Director of College Counseling
The Burlington School
Burlington, NC 

Ashley Pearson, former Associate Director of Admissions at Elon University, is now Director of College Counseling at The 
Burlington School. At Elon, Ashley worked with students from NC, SC, TN, and Latin America, and she has been very active 
with SACAC for several years. She is excited to work with the TBS population and hopes to welcome many college reps to 
the campus! 

 
Sheri S. Salmon
Assistant Athletic Director for Academic Services
Birmingham-Southern College
Birmingham, Alabama

After 29 years of service in the Admission Office at Birmingham-Southern College, Sheri Salmon has stepped into a new 
position as Assistant Athletic Director for Academic Services at BSC. Sheri says, “Athletics is my love as I was a student 
athlete at BSC so in a way, I am coming full circle.” Sheri plans to remain active in SACAC.

 

J. Robert Spatig
Vice Provost for Strategic Enrollment Management
University of San Francisco
San Francisco, CA

Bob Spatig accepted a new position at Vice Provost for Strategic Enrollment Management at the University of San Francisco. 
Previously, he served at Director of Admissions at University of South Florida. Bob will continue to stay involved in SACAC 
as an Associate member.

Quenching a thirst for Sweet Tea continued...
The kind folks at UAB transported some participants to the airport and returned the rest of us to Birmingham-Southern to begin our travels home. 
Thank you to the many people at each college and university who created this wonderful learning experience. I encourage everyone to visit the 
websites, Facebook pages, and other social media for each institution mentioned because this article only provides snippets from a fact-filled 
tour. From all the bus riders, our heartfelt thanks go out to Ivey Harrison and Caroline Morris for their intrepid leadership on this five and a half 
day journey, the early morning coffee, and the endless snacks and beverages while riding. On a personal note, this was my third Sweet Tea Tour, 
beginning in 2012 when it was Ivey’s first bus run. Thank you Ivey for your leadership and passion for what you do for school counselors and 
consultants for us to better serve our students. Caroline, see you next year!

ON THE MOVE | Member Highlights

Southern Scope Staff

Co-editors:
Katie Elsasser; Director of College Guidance; Charlotte Country Day School; Charlotte, NC 
Connie Scrivens; Associate Director for Admissions; University of South Carolina; Columbia, SC
Fred Baker; Associate Vice President for Enrollment and Director of Admissions; Hendrix College; Conway, Arkansas

Graphic design:
Sean Johnson; Assistant Director of Marketing for Admissions; University of South Carolina; Columbia, SC


