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NEWS AND VIEWS OF THE MEMBERSHIP

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Dear SACAC Colleagues,

March is here, heralding the end of many months of file reading, decision making, and nail biting. Admission 
counselors will soon emerge from their committees, and high school counselors will celebrate with their se-
niors. The days will grow longer, and soon we’ll be re-connecting with friends and colleagues in sunny Miami. 
We couldn’t be more excited to celebrate SACAC’s 50th Anniversary and to unveil our new logo.

Many thanks to Jonathan Ferrell for his tremendous work organizing this event that benefits so many of us! 
Thanks also to our members who, year in and year out, make the conference a valuable professional devel-
opment experience. To view the complete schedule for the conference, please visit http://www.sacac.org/

annual-conference.

In addition to attending the conference or a drive-in event, leading a workshop, or volunteering on a committee, we encourage you to support 
SACAC by becoming a Golden Anniversary sponsor. Your donations benefit not only the organization itself, but they also support the Counselor 
Participation Fund, Extend the Dream Grants, and Extend the Dream Scholarships. Donations will be accepted at the conference, and you may 
also donate online at https://sacac.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_133056.

We look forward to seeing many of you in the Magic City in April!

Warm regards,

Lauren Sefton
President

This spring, the Upstate of South Carolina will host the state’s first annual NACAC College Fair! We invite all high school counselors and students 
to join us at the TD Convention Center in Greenville, SC, on Saturday, March 19th, from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  For a list of attending colleges 
and for student registration (strongly encouraged!), please visit www.gotomyncf.com. 

A SACAC Mini-Camp College will also be held immediately before the fair. Please direct interested students to register here. Many thanks to our 
Local Arrangements Committee Chairs, Rob Rhodes of Greenville County School District and Kathryn Taylor of Shannon Forest Christian School, 
for their hard work as they bring this event to Upstate South Carolina. 

If you would like to volunteer at the fair, please sign up here.

NEW NACAC COLLEGE FAIR| Upstate South Carolina

https://sacac.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_67176
https://docs.google.com/a/agnesscott.edu/forms/d/1_UE_qa8juVWvhEPAEQ7E0rhp7Bhpib4Df3LA79tl4Tw/viewform?c=0&w=1


In 2011, SACAC initiated Extend the Dream Scholarships to recognize and reward deserving students.  This scholarship is awarded based on 
financial need, academic achievement, and community service.  Awards are in the amount of $1,000 and are not renewable. To view the 
selection criteria and application, please visit http://www.sacac.org/extend-the-dream-scholarships.  Applications are due Friday, May 6, 2016 
– tell your students now so they can start drafting their essays! 

If you have any questions, please email chairs Donnamarie Hehn and Bartley Sides at scholarship@sacac.org. 

SACAC ANNOUNCES FULL-TIME VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

Hello.  It’s me.  I was wondering if after all these years you actually need…this call for the volunteer 
form that every year at the conference I complete…

Were you at the “Speak Out!” session at last year’s annual conference and among the many feeling 
frustrated with your continued efforts to get involved with SACAC committees only to hear crickets 
on the other end of the line?  Every year committees beg for member involvement, and members 
respond with Call for Volunteer forms only to be left waiting for the phone to ring. This summer 
your SACAC board made the commitment to dedicate time and manpower to making our member-
ship stronger through communication. 

In the fall we were tasked with creating a new position and choosing a Volunteer Coordinator from 
a strong pool of candidates.  LaSean Price heard the call, and her answer was just what the Board 
hoped to hear.  As a committed and valuable member of SACAC through SAIL, Mini Camp College, 
Georgia Legislative Day, and the Annual Conference, LaSean has been the member on the other

By Ivey Harrison, Augusta Preparatory Day School (GA)

end of the volunteer fence; she offered help but found it hard to connect with someone who would use her skills.

“Volunteering and attending the conferences and professional development opportunities through SACAC have gotten me excited about be-
ing a part of this influential professional association.  As Volunteer Coordinator, I plan to work closely with SACAC members to engage more 
volunteers and increase involvement.  I am really excited about this new position and look forward to working closely with all of you who have 
expressed interest in volunteering with SACAC.”  

LaSean’s new role will give the membership a central command when it comes to getting involved with the many different committees.  All vol-
unteer interest forms will be collected online, allowing her to streamline communication and connect members with the committee chairs in 
their areas of interest.  We have also created a new email, SACACvolunteer@gmail.com, so that members may email LaSean and the Member 
Relations committee directly with any questions or inquiries about opportunities to get involved.  

There are still a few areas of need in various committees, so if you are interested in any of the areas listed below, please contact LaSean at 
SACACvolunteer@gmail.com.  Additionally, please be on the lookout for an email in the coming weeks to gauge your interest in remaining 
Conference Volunteer Opportunities so we can firm up plans for our 50th anniversary celebration in Miami!

• Blogging for the new website
• Serving on local arrangements and planning committees for NACAC National College Fairs
• Government Relations has one position available in both Florida and Mississippi
• Communications Flow Review ad hoc committee needs representatives from the college side

EXTEND THE DREAM SCHOLARSHIPS | Tell Your Students!



THIRD ANNUAL SC LEGISLATIVE DAY
By Kathryn Taylor, Shannon Forest Christian School (SC)

14 SACAC members from across the state gathered in Columbia, SC for their third annual Legislative Day. Participants heard from Sarah 
Friedman, Public Policy Manager at NACAC, and Amanda Loveday, Senior Project Manager at NP Strategy, before heading to the Statehouse 
to meet with elected officials. Participants represented the constituencies of 19 different members of the House and Senate, and met with 
them in the lobby of the Statehouse or in the members’ offices. SACAC advocates were speaking to their legislators regarding several important 
pieces of education-related South Carolina Legislation. It was a great day, and we look forward to continuing to grow in number and in impact! 
For more information about how you can be involved in SC’s Legislative efforts, please contact co-chairs Bartley Sides (sidesb@cces.org) or 
Kathryn Taylor (ktaylor@shannonforest.com).

Front (left to right): Tony Price (Anderson University), Courtney Thomas (Furman 
University), Cynthania Simpson-Obioha (Hammond School), Megan Rolf (Winthrop 
University), Lydia Price (Anderson University), Bartley Sides (Christ Church Episcopal 
School), and Kathryn Taylor (Shannon Forest Christian School).

Back (left to right): Kelsey Price (Anderson University), Missy Jones (Clover High School), 
Brittany Pearce (Winthrop University), Claire Mooney-Melvin (Winthrop University), Bill 
Dingledine (Educational Directions),  and Allyson Brown (Furman University).

Not pictured: Carolyn Stoddard (Hammond School)

DRIVE-IN WORKSHOPS| Florida and Alabama



Have a story, news item, or article for Southern Scope?
Please share your creativity and expertise in one of our upcoming issues for the benefit of your fellow SACAC members. E-mail Leah Lambert at 
lambertl@ashevilleschool.org with your ideas. Submission deadline for the next issue is May 15, 2016.

Southern Scope Staff

Co-editors:
Leah Lambert, Director of the College Office, Asheville School, Asheville, NC
Rachel West, Senior Admission Counselor, Agnes Scott College, Atlanta, GA

Editorial Committee Co-Chairs:
Fred Baker, Associate Vice President for Enrollment and Director of Admissions, Hendrix College, Conway, AR
Katie Elsasser, Director of College Counseling, Charlotte Country Day School, Charlotte, NC


