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The meeting was called to order at 12:31 pm by President Zaire McCoy.  
 
Jessica Hardy presented a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the NACAC conference in 
September 2022 in Houston, TX. Brandi Smith seconded the motion. Minutes were approved. 
 
On-site Annual Conference Coordinator Lauren Sefton provided conference updates. She thanked 
exhibitors and sponsors and encouraged dessert break attendance. She provided information for those 
registered for the Networking College Fair. She gave updates regarding the conference social to be held 
at the River Club. Lauren thanked the conference committee and hotel staff and asked everyone to save 
the date for the 2024 conference March 24—25 in Raleigh, NC. 
 
Treasurer Claudia Jolivert presented the Treasurer’s Report. As of 4/15/2023, SACAC’s cash balance is 
$360,000 and we have $574,801 in our investments. She celebrated those who lead the finance committee 
and oversee the grant programs. She recognized the 33 counselors awarded over $28,000 through the 
Counselor Participation Fund (CPF). She also recognized the 15 counselors/programs awarded $18,000 
through the Extending the Dream grant (ETD). Claudia reminded all that the decision was made to 
dissolve the Horizon Award during the summer of 2023 to reallocate those funds to CPF and Member 
Relation’s Public School Initiatives to be in better alignment with our mission and newly approved 
strategic plan. The association continues to be in a healthy financial position. 

 
Jonathan Ferrell recognized and thanked the members of the Governance & Nominating Committee. He 
then presented the proposed Bylaw Updates. 
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Kelly Pietkiewicz presented a motion to approve the Bylaw updates removing the assembly language as 
proposed. Lauren Sefton seconded. Motion passes. 

Sean Kennedy presented a motion to approve the Bylaw updates to section 4.1 adding language regarding 
conducting virtual meetings. Sam Moss seconded. Motion passes. 

Jonathan Ferrell then presented the following awards: 

• William Starling Award for Mentorship: Ginny Maddux 
• President’s Award: Rachel West 
• Larry West Award: Janet Schneider 

Jonathan recognized and thanked the outgoing board members. Then Jonathan presented the new slate 
for voting. Kelly Pietkiewicz motioned to accept the slate as presented. Jessica Hardy seconded. Slate was 
voted on and approved. Congratulations, new Board members! 

Zaire McCoy recognized Myra Simpson who is on the slate for Board of Directors of NACAC. Zaire also 
recognized Vern Granger, NACAC Board Chair and former SACAC president, as well as Joe Montgomery, 
a member serving on the NACAC Board of Directors. 

Outgoing President Zaire McCoy gave remarks extending her thanks, encouraging us to keep doing the 
work, and challenging us all to be thankful. She then passed the gavel to Dr. Christy Conley, 2023-2024 
SACAC President, our first public school counselor President. 

Christy Conley emphasized the importance of celebrating, evaluating, and elevating – there is work to be 
done and gaps to be filled – It Starts With Us. She issued a challenge to members both as individuals and 
as an association to keep growing. Christy recognized all the volunteers who have put in the work, and 
she invited more to join in with their ideas. In closing, Christy invited everyone to join us at our next 
meeting in Baltimore, MD, at the NACAC Annual Conference. 

Motion to adjourn presented by Jonathan Ferrell. Shannon Barrilleaux seconded. Christy adjourned the 
meeting at 1:43 pm. 

 
Minutes submitted by Diana McAfee, 5/2/2023 

 

 


